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Scott , 
Mitchell 

Associates 

VETERINARY 

SURGEONS 


Scott Mitchell Associates 
Veterinary Surgeons 

are opening a new surgery in 
Tow Law on 

Monday 5 th February 2018 

29 High Street, 

Tow Law 
01388 731911 

Monday, Wednesday & Friday: 9am - 5.45pm 
Tuesday & Thursday: 9am - 5pm 

At all other times please contact our 24 hour staffed 
Hexham surgery on 01434 608999. 

Dedicated teams providing total care in the farm, 
equine and small animal sectors. 

We look forward to meeting you! 

Tow Law Surgery: 29 High Street, Tow Law, DL13 4DH 
Hexham Surgery: Tyne Green, Hexham, NE46 3SG 

g ( 5 www.vets 1 .com 

01388 731911 {Tow Law) 
^m 3 ^ 089 ^Hexharn^^ 
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ixth Form Centre 

Bishop Auckland 01388 603388 
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Students 

achieve 


t e»R 


witn staff who 

really Care 


We can offer you a huge choice of specialist courses and 
extra-curricular opportunities with the added bonus of 
personalised Sixth Form support to make sure you achieve 
your goals and stand out from the crowd. 

ContactTfce Sixth Form Team on 01383 603383 
emaiL SixthFcrniv^ldngJameslacademy.com 
Facebixik^KJlASUrfcinnandTivtttef@SiKthF*rnKJ3 O li 
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News from 
the Gazette office 


GAZETTE STOCKISTS 


The Weardale Gazette can be bought from 
the following retailers: 

Post Office.. Alien-heads 

Heather Ross. Cowahill 

Co-op, St. John's Chapel 

Post Office, Rook hope 

Grey Bull, Stanhope 

Durham Dales Centre. Stanhope 

Cohop, Stanhope 

Paper Shop, Stanhspe 

Chip Shop, Frosterley 

Co-op, Frosterley 

Gardiners-, Frosterley 

Convenience Store, Wolsingham 

No. 10 Cafe, Wolsingham 

Bradley Burn, Wolsingham 

Premier Store, Tow Law 

Helme Park Service Station, Tow Law 

Corner Shop, Billy Row 

Hope Street News. Crook 

Blue Stone Tea Shop, Crook 

Local Food; and Wine, Crook 

Helmington fiow Service Station 

Sheldons, Wiilington 

One Stop, Kowden-le^Wear 

Jet Garage, Hnwden-le-Wear 

Asda. Bishop Auckland 

Evenwood Stores 

Dun Cow, Witton-le-Wear 

The Victoria Inn, Wilton-le-Wear 

Fir Tree Service Station 

Duke Df York, Fir Tree 

C.A. News, Msddleton-in-Teesdale 

Egglestone Hall Cafe, Tearoom & Giftshop 

if you are □ retaiier, and would like To 
stock the Gazette, please get in touch. > 


OUR PUBLICATIONS 


Weardale Gazette 


Working together for you I Newspaper (out Wednesday fortnightly]. 


Benefits of 
Advertising 

Huge audience! 

See just how far this paper 
travels! Our huge reader 
audience can be seen 
on our Facebook page 

Adverts viewed 
by THOUSANDS! 

Positive reviews 

View our advertising feedback 
on: Facebook / Reviews 

Let the Weardale Gazette 
help advertise YOUR 
business... Calf us now 

on: (01388) 527706 

Subscriptions 

3, 6 & 12 month subscriptions 
(postal or emailed) 


Corrections and Clarifications. 

WE sttivfl ipansura the artidas pii&sted in Lha 
Wnrdate Gazette arc irulhful and accurate Lid 
in U'.a event of an titor, a ill always camel 
or duiify any issues as soon as posst&la-. Wa 
* II piiftsh tltesa on Uiis page if thafl becomes 
necessary. The Weardate Gazelle ahidas by tha 
Editors' Cede- of Pracbce. administered by the 
Press Complaints Comnitsstan. if you have a 
compJainl about anything published in Ihs sfflfcm, 
please use the contacts on (tie page ic Set us know. 


Information deadline 
for next edition is 

29 January 


Next Gazette on sale 

WEDNESDAY 
7 February 


When 


Nostalgic publication, full of old photosand 
memories of "how we used to- be." 

The publication is printed when full, so we 
cannot publish this without your help! 
PLEASE keep sending us your old photos 
|or call in and we'll scan them immediately.) 


Magazine 


Previously an annua! publication, now 
published seasonal (March, June, Sept, Dec.) 


Calendar 2018 


Previously out in October. From next year 
the calendar will bu available from June. 

As always, full of stunning local landscape 
photography submitted by our readers. 

Thank you to the following people, who 
have photographs published in our 2Q1B 
calendar. 

» Stephen Moore, Crook 

* Lisa Parkin, Crook 

* David Raymond, Wolsingham 

* Anita Atkinson, Harperl^Y 

* Nichola Gaines 

» Andrea Gascoigne, Frosterley 

* June Henderson, Castleside 

* Diane Seddard 

* Mark Rowney 

Could each of you please call into 
the Gazette office to collect your 
complimentary calendar? 

A huge thank you to everyone who 
submitted photographs for the calendar. 
They were of a really high standard and 
some images have been forwarded into next 
year"* calendar entries. 

Lookout for the wildlife photograph 
submissions which have been placed in our 
Magazine - OUT NOW! 


Emailed direct to you! 


You can now buy ALL 
publications as a PDF 

* Newspaper 

* Magazine 

* Remember When 

* Calendar 

To order yours, contact us on: 
Email, subscriptions^ 

weardalegazette.co.uk 

Tel. (01388) 527706 
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Mountain Rescue Team 


thanks their community 


By 6cott Bisset 



mountain rescue 


Tuesday a Wteardale 
Search a. Mountain 
HL'sec/e Tfeiim 


Incident 

Control 


IT'S normally members of the public and the other emergency services who thank the Teesdale & Weardale 
Search & Mountain Rescue Team for their help, hut on this occasion it's the team who wish to express their 
gratitude as they take delivery of a new state of the art incident control vehicle. 

From collection tins in local shops and pubs, to group donations and fundraising events, every penny of its 
purchase price has come from you, the people and visitors of Co. Durham and surrounding areas. All team 
members are volunteers and so all money collected goes to running the team and funding equipment. 

The new vehicle will be used as a mobile base to control searches and run communications. It can carry 
people Si equipment and also doubles as an ambulance, carrying a full size mountain rescue stretcher Inside 
it is fitted with patient monitoring equipment and defibrillator along with up to date computer and communi¬ 
cation systems so it can be used as an information-sharing platform between all the other emergency services 
and rescue teams. 

The team's, previous search control vehicle was 14 yrs old, had covered 55,000 miles and had attended well 
over 400 incidents and events, but rather than sell It off, it has been donated to Aberglasfyn Mountain Rescue 
Team who operate out of Porthmadog, Wales, where it will hopefully give more years of service. 

The new vehicle is a long wheelbase 5000kg gross weight Iveco which is fitted with a nine-metre extendable 
mast which can be operated by one person in virtually all weather conditions and takes literally one minute to 
set up, whereas the old one could take four people up to 20 minutes, so the new vehicle can be operational 
much quicker. 

This modern vehicle has been a long time in planning, taken many years of fundraising and has a final, fully 
fitted out cost of £73,636. This is a huge investment for us and has had a major effect on the team's finances, 
but this purchase means that the team will be able to meet the needs of the people of the North East well into 
the future. This, along with the team's two new purpose built bases, provided by Durham St Darlington Fire & 
Rescue, one within the emergency services station in Barnard Castle which also houses Police, Ambulance and 
Fire Sc Rescue, itself a national first, and the other at the new fire station near Durham, makes the Teesdale & 
Weardale Search & Mountain Rescue Team one of the most well equipped in the country, something we can 
all be proud of! 

On behalf of the team, may f thank everyone that has supported us in the past and hope for your continued 
support in the future. 


Playgroup holds 


New Year party 



A BUSY playgroup came together over the Christmas holidays to 
enjoy a party for both children and their parents and carers. 

Howden-le-Wear Playgroup was founded last year by mother- 
of-two, Jadyn Morton, who spotted a need for such a group in the 
village. They meet every Thursday morning at Sam during term- 
time for 90 minutes of play, song, reading and refreshments. 



Above: Party organiser, Helen Willey 


But earlier this month, they attended a 
special party organised by helper, Helen 
Willey. 

The young members and their families 
enjoyed a disco with dancing, games 
and party food as weil as raising money 
towards the group's funds. Helen said, 
"Everyone had a great time. Thanks to 
everyone who came and everyone who 
helped, especially Anita Atkinson who 
gave up her time for free to run her disco. 
It was fabulous. 11 

New members are always welcome at 
the playgroup, which costs £2 a session 
and includes refreshments and snacks 
for children and adults. Just call in any 
Thursday morning during term time. 
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Christmas Tractor Run raises money for Diabetes 


Advertisements 


A CHRI5TMAS tractor run raised £510 for the Diabetes 
ward at Darlington Memorial Hospital. 

Held between Christmas and New Year, the run saw scores 
of tractors of all shapes, ages and sizes leave Hamsterlev 
Social Club for a drive around the area. 

The Hamsterley and District Tractor Club organised the 

event in conjunction with Emma Gibson, who is raising 
funds all of this year for the cause. Emma has lived with 
Type 1 diabetes for 16 years and she is raising money for 
the hospital ward which has helped her and many others. 

- SPONSORED HEAD SHAVE - 
Friday 9 March 

Emma's father - who has been growing his hair for the 

past two years ■ will take part In a sponsored head shave 
in the social dub at Hamsterley. The shave will be part 
of a larger event - with an Abba tribute band and raffle. 
Everyone welcome. 
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Railway vandalism at Frosterley 

THE Railwaysignon Frosterley railway station has been daubed with paint. 

The vandalism took place before Christmas - on 19 December — and Police 
began an investigation. 

The sign was painted by a volunteer who has since passed away and it has 
angered other volunteers and villagers. 

PC Crampsie is investigating and he said that he could confirm that danagae 
had been done to the sign and that currently three young people were 
under investigation. Police are not looking for anyone else in connection 
with the offence. 


SPEAKERS TO UPDATE NORTH EAST FARMERS 

A SERIES of free events will give farmers, landowners, forestry and woodland managers, and others interested in rural matters, opportunity to 
hear the latest information on business grants, forthcoming regulatory changes and best farming practices. 

In addition to a host of rural sector organisations, we will be joined by Philip Wright of Wright Resolutions, who brings with him 
a wealth of experience as an agricultural machinery designer of precision tillage equipment Philip's talk will discuss achieving the most 
economic combination of roots and metal to optimise crop yield and efficiency in cultivations. 

The Farm Update North 20IB events will take place in Hexham, Alnwick and Rushyford, near Bishop Auckland featuring speakers from 
the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA), the Environment Agency, the Farming Advice Service, Forestry Commission* 
Natural England, Northumbrian Water and Wright Resolutions. 

Each event will feature topical presentations, as well as an opportunity for attendees to speak with representatives of the organisations. 

The presentations will include: 

* The most economic combination of roots and metal (Philip Wright, Wright Resolutions) 

* Overview of Rural Development Funding (DEFRA) 

* Countryside Stewardship Overview (Natural England) 

■ Countryside Stewardship Grants* including Woodland Management/Creation and 
non RDPE Woodland Creation Grants (Forestry Commission) 

* Water Industry and Agriculture Update (Northumbrian Water) 

* Cross Compliance in a Time of Transition (Ian Cairns, Farming Advice Service) 

* Protecting Our Water Environment - What's New In 201S (Environment Agency) 

The everts all run from 10am to 1.10pm at: 

* Tuesday* 30 January - Hexham Mart,Tynedale Suite, Tyne Green, Hexham NE46 3SG. 

* Wednesday* 31 January - Alnwick Rugby Club, Greensfield Avenue, Alnwick ME66 1BE. 

* Thursday* 1 February - Eden Arms Hotel, Rushyford DL17 GLL. 


7 Weardale x 
2018 Calendars 

50% SALE 

Last few calendars available in the 
Weardale Gazette shop* 

6 Market Place, Stanhope 

NOW ONLY £2.20 


EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 


WORK FROM HOME 

Email Meg: admiratschoice@5yahoo.co.uk 


Bespoke Picture Framing Service 

Here in the heart of Weardale 

Calf John on 07908 573045 

www.northpenninestudios.co. uk 

Noth PEfinmE-StuatK, 

Earowell Cottage, 7 Frail Sliest Ireshopeturn CL 111HA 


SEASONED 
HARDWOOD LOGS 


available from 


WARD TIMBER Ltd. 


Rogerley Sawmill, 
Frosterley 

Tel (01388} 528362 

Email: salesitwardtimber.co.uk 

(collection on ly) 



FLORIST 

FLOWERS FOR 
ALL OCCASIONS 


Tel. Stanhope: (01388) 528868 
w w w. d ai syc h ai n fl o rist we a rd ale.ca.uk 


Weardale Funeral Services 

'Eitdbftshed loCiif family business 
Offering a caring 24 hour service 
^Private Chape f o/pest 

Traditional Funerals 
Memorials and Inscriptions 
Golden Charter Funeral Plans 
Coveritig Weardale and 
surrounding areas 
ref Pauf: 01388 528045 
Mobile: 07/0 341 0765 



Advertise Here 
and be seen 

by THOUSANDS 

Call (01388) 527706 

Email: advertising©) 
weardalegazette.co.uk 


Lillian is rewarded 
for 24 years 
as Poppy Seller 

A LADY from WilNngton who has sold poppies for 
the Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal has been 
rewarded for her hard work and dedication. 

Lillian Bennett has been sellingpoppies for the last 24 
years a nd has no intention of givi ng up any time soon. 
Last month, she attended a special award service 
where she was presented with a special brooch to 
mark her work for the RBL She was presented by 
Emma Cannings, also in the photograph, Director of 
Membership and Volunteers, 

Well done Lillian! 



Lilian with her British Legion certificate 


f'vOI iLL Oh AK APFL LAI ION hO^ 'IT VAKIATON O A PREMjSfig LILLVLL 

j HL U&NSjNG AC1 2003 

Notice is hereby given that we. Wanna see Limited, have applied to the Durham County Council in 
respect of the premises known, as: 

Land, Castle Park, Stanhope, Co Durham, DLL3 2UA 

for the variation of a Premises Licence as follows:- 

To allow two* 2 day events to take place on arty Friday/Satunday between the months of 
May - August inclusive. Currently only 1x2 day event in the month of June. 

To amend the times for live music from Friday 17:00- 23:30 and Saturday 13:[XI~ 23:30 to Friday 
17:0D-00:DC and Saturday 12:30-00:00 

Td amend the times for recorded music from Friday 17:D0 - 00:30 and Saturday 13:0D - 00:30 to 
Friday 16:30 -00:30 and Saturday 12:DD- 00:30 

A record of this application may be inspected at the Council's offices at Annanrl House, John Street 
North, Meadowfield, Durham, DH7 BfiS by appointment, on weekdays between 3.30 am and 4.30 pm. 

Any representations about this application must be made in writing by 12th February 201-3 and sent 

tO> 

Durham County Council*. Licensing Services* PQ Box 617* Durham* 

DHi 9HZ alternatively email: licensing[55durham.gov.uk 

It is a n offence knowingly or rec kl cssfy to ma ke a fa I se sta tement in con n ection with an 
application and the maximum fine for which a person is liable on summary conviction for 
the offence is unlimited. 
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tU 

TbE WeardaleGaiette publishes readers' letters 
in Full whenever passible but the editor may 
edit them dawn it space dictates. The views 
expressed in this newspaper are not necessarily 
those of the editor,, staff or cirectors of the 
Weardate Publishing and Printing Co. Ltd. 


Stop dog moss on the football field! 

WOULD the people responsible for 
allowing their dogs to leave deposits on 
the footb all p itc h at B ondislem Sta nhope, 
please pick it up or, even better, keep 
their dogs off the pitch altogether? 

Before each game someone has to 
go around the playing surface cleaning it 
off - no one wants to faff in this. Children 
like to play on the pitch and no-one will 
he there to cl ean up fo r them. 

Les Thompson, Stanhope 


Fir Tree and Harperley 
Residents' Association 

Next meeting will! be held on Wednesday 7 
February, 10am in the Fir Tree Inn, 
EVERYONE WELCOME 

A RESIDENTS' Association has been 
founded for people living in Fir Tree and 
Harperley. Started with the help of County 
Councillor Anne Reed r the group met last 
month in the Fir Tree Inn where around 
a dozen residents met to discuss items of 
interest. These included the non-existent 
bus service, a bus shelter for schoolchildren 
who are collected from the village to various 
schools, speedwatch and the state of 
footpath s a rou nd the village. 

Cllr Reed is looking into all the issues, 
especially with the bus service. She said, 
"I have looked into this and at the moment 
there is the LinkZbus and the Access Bus. I 
have been asked to contact bus companies to 
see if there is any possibility of assessing the 
need and perhaps campaigning for weekly 
bus service to Crook on Tuesdays for market 
day.* 

Cllr Reed said that an officer at County HatE 
had suggested that villagers walked to 
Harperley roundabout to catch the bus but 
that it wasn't possible for some of the mote 
elderly or less mobile. She had also contacted 
John Raw of the Speedwatch campaign to 
monitor the speed through die village. 

There was also a discussion about organising 
village eve nts for specia I occasions th rou ghout 
the year, including Easter, Christmas and the 
forthcoming Royal Wedding.. To that end, 
Anita Atkinson, a resident who runs the Royal 
Museum and Tea Room at Harperley wilt 
attend the next meeting to talk about the 
venture. 


Wolsingham Barclays to close this summer 


Cont'd from front page 

THE news that the Wolsingham branch of Barclays 
lank would dose this summer came through the 
post as hundreds of customers received letters 
informing them of the impending closure. 

The cummuni'y was shocked and angry that 
yet another service is leaving the Dale to its 
Own devices, trying to find its own solution. The 
branch d nappe d to two days a week I ast year a nd 
tfiE writing was then on the wall. The letters from 
Barclays advised customers - loyal customers - 
that their nearest branch in Stanhope remains 
open three days a week. Many are wondering 
how long that will last before the high street bank 
gives up on rural high streets altogether, including 
in Stanhope. 

The Post Office, which in Wolsingham now 
works out of the Spar supermarket in the town, 
offers a way to deposit and withdraw money 
but the assumption by banks these days is that 
everyone can bank online. 

Lindy Coates who helps her mother, Jane, run 
the Rost Office in Stanhope, which is now part 
of tfieir newsagent's and general dealers shop 
defended the service offered. She said, 

"You can use the post office for most of 
your day-to-day banking, and they ore 
open at much more convenient times 
for people, the service will still be 
there for people and more accessible “ 

Marjorie Nelson who is about to close the shop 
she has run for the last few years in Wolsingham 
made the point that anew Spar and petrol station 
is due to be built on the outskirts of t he town very 
soon. "What's going to happen when the Spar 
moves and the Post Office is not there? 

"Customers of Ba relays deserve better than this. 
Many have stayed loyal to them and there are a 
lot of elderly customers who are NOT computer 
literate and cannot travel to alternative venues. 

"Wolsingham is already Suffering from people 
not coming mta the town and it will he even worse 
when people do not travel here from outlying 
villages. After hearing the news today, although 
I am sad to be closing my shop because of the 
decrease in footfall, 1 really feel sorry for the rest 
of the shops. Our forefathers would be astounded 
at the situation considering there used to be SB 
shops plus public houses some years ago-." 

Barclays In Wolsingham started life as Martin's 
Bank in the same premises as they are currently. 
Graeme Halloway was an employee and he 
mourned the loss of 'respectful' banking. He 
said, "I Started my working life in Martin's Bank, 


Wolsingham. In those days there was respect, 
decorum and a more personal approach to the 
privacy of transactions - without security glass 
divides* 

Martin's bank merged with the much older 
Barclays in 1969. which Started life as a private, 
family banking company. Barclays was founded 
in 1-396 after a gFoup of 20 private banking firms 
joined together, including Backhouse bank — 
the Backhouse family lived in St John’s Hall on 
the outskirts of Wolsingham where one of their 
number established the Weardale perfection 
daffodil that can be seen today around the village 
in spring, 

Vanessa Kerr bemoaned the chipping away of 
rural services in general. "The difficulty is that it's 
not just one service that is going. As a whole the 
Dale has lost the Cement works, Newtown, the 
dispensing at Chapel, Barclays at Wolsingham 
and of course now the ongoing consultation re 
Wolsingham School to name but a few. 

"Iwonder if anyone such as the Council or Parish 
has an action plan to offset these changes. Given 
the issue with transport and the rural community 
becoming even more isolated surely there has 
to be something that can be done? Where's the 
investment in Weardale? 1 ' 

But Businessman, Cameron Gordon, from 
St John's Chapel reviewed hew customers have 
changed." As customers' requi reme nts and ha bits 
Change, so the infrastructure changes too. People 
now get many of the services of the bank and 
post office online or with other businesses. This 
does not mean the end of the Dale, or the end 
of community. However, it does mean genuine 
hardship for an increasingly small number of 
people, and mitigating that is what I hope the 
bank and other businesses car do* 

Angela Bell from Wolsingham commented on 
the assumption that everyone has a computer 
- and transport. A lot of older people don't use 
computers at all. There are many others who 
prefer to speak to a real person. Business owners 
will also have to travel to Stanhope or Crook to 
pay in money and cheques which is not always 
convenient. Sad news indeed* 

Ellie Langley from the Weardale branch of 
the Labour Party said that Laura Pidcock MP had 
arranged a meeting with the bank. "She is very 
concerned about the erosion of local services* 
said Ellie. 

Laura Pidcock herself took to Social media 
and stated, 'Lam extremely disappointed at this 
decision and have requested to meet with the 
ba n k as a soon as possible. 

'ff you are a user of this bank, could you email 
me with what the bank closure will mean to you 
at laura.pidcock.mp@’parliament.uk? 1 will take 


your experiences to the meeting with me. The 
closure of any service in a rural community has 
a huge impact and 3 am sure, like me, people will 
have strong feelings about this decision.' 

County Councillor Anita Savory said, 
"This conies as a major shock to the 
community and customers who bank 
at Barclays Wolsingham. 

"Et will Cause great inconvenience to many 
especially the older members of our community 
who depend on the face-to-face service that 
has always been provided in Wolsingham. Many 
people have their weekly pension paid direct into 
the bank and collect it in person each week. 

"Many businesses depend on the bank too r I 
find this decision unbelievable. After the bank 
went down to two days opening on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays there are always customers in there 
and quite often queues. A bitter blow for the 
community and another vital service lost* 

County Councillor John ShuCtleworth, who has 
campaigned unsuccessfully in the past to keep 
the banks in St John's Chapel and Stanhope open, 
said, "Given that Barclays mace £3.2bn profit last 
financial year, it seems uncalled for to close the 
Wolsingham branch. 

“The farming community is who the bark 
originally made its fortunes fnOm and it's that 
rural community that will be hit, more so older 
people who rely on the service, t ask Barclays to 
reconsider their decision." 

It is not only businesses who will miSs the service 
a bank can provides because organisations like 
the churches use it to bank cash from collections 
etc. For some, it will mean a bus ride away and 
as public transport in the Dale is hourly, instead 
of a fivE-minute job, it would take half a day. 
Banking cash at a Post Office requires Barclays 
customers to have a chip and pin bank card — 
many organisations and charities don't have a use 
for those and therefore are unable to bank cash 
in such a way. 

For many people — and not just the elderly — 
personal contact with another person is the only 
human being they will see that day. Barclays is 
rapidly becoming just another automated service 
with their customers put in secondary place 
to machines. But, as one person said on social 
media, "Without customers, they wouldn't have 
much of a business'. 

It appears, though, that the decision has been 
made and it is too late to change it. The branch 
will close On July 5, leaving Stanhope Barclays on 
three days a week, the only bank to operate in the 
whole Dale. What of its future? 


A glimpse from the past and other banks that have closed in recent years in the Dale... 



John Shuttleworth (left) during the campaign to save the St John s Chape! branch j^ e former bank in Stanhope 


A nostaligic look back at The Dances of Yesteryear by Gilbert Graham 

GILBERT Graham called into the Gazette office and reminisced; speaking fondly of 'the dances'of yesteryear. Normally, nostalic snip pits are 
publicised in the Gazette's special 'Remember When?" edition, but Gilbert hoped to spark some memories with folk and spoke of a reunion, 
which can only happen if others get in touch! 

Recognise any names? * Polly Holliday (who became a teacher} * Brian Porter (loved to attend the dances - he was good, too!) 

Did you attend any of these dances? 

* The Pig Dance at Menthead - an annual whist drive Sc dance, where the first prize was a pig; 

* A fortnightly dance at Westgate, which coincided with the fortnightly one at Blanchland; 

* The Elite, Crook * Butterknowle * Masonic Halls at Stanhope and Wolsingham; 

Remember any of these b a nds7 

* Alan Hopson's dance band (played at The Queen's Ballroom, Hexham - also known as the Haliof 1000 springs, because of the dancefloor); 

* Monty Makepeace had a band which his neice, Maxine, played in; 

* Mrs McCormac's band * Maurice Foster's band (played at Rookhope and Wolsingham}; 

* Jimmy Ca rris band \played at Blanchland fortnightly), his signature tune was 'Build your love on a strong foundation'; 

* Jack Woodhall's brass band (well known internationally, and frequently played in London). His two sons also played in the band. 



HSBC Stanhope manager inside the bank 


Do you remember? * Did you go? * Fancy a Reunion? * Contact the Gazette office and we’ll pass on your details to Gilbert! 
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School Heads & Governors 
meet to discuss 
the future of education 
in Weardale 


HEADTEACHERS and governors met with the Head of Education, Phil 
Hodgson, in the Dales Centre, Stanhope last week. 

They were there to hear and discuss possible changes in education 
in the Dale but were assured by Mr Hodgson that NO schools 
would close in the process. Phil Hodgson told the Gazette after the 
meeting: "We have fiad a very positive and constructive meeting 
with representatives from schools in the Weardale area during which 
we shared a range of options for the future of education in the area. 
School leaders and governors wilt now discuss these options with 
their staff and governing bodies. 

"While this remains a challenging process requiring us to address 
a range of issues, the overall feeling among those present was that it 
can be an opportunity to set a long-term vision and ensure viability 
through more strategic management of education in the Dale. 

"It was recognised at the meeting that the review of school 
provision across the county offers the potential to provide an 
improved and more sustainable deal for children and young people 
in this area of the county. We have asked schools to come back to us 
with their feedback and preferred options in early February." 

In November 2017, Durham County Council's Cabinet gave the 
go-ahead for a couotywide review of school provision in order to 
ensure it fulfils its duties to provide every child with the best possible 
education. The review seeks to ensure that schools are well-led, well- 
resourced and able to meet demands as the population changes. 
Restricted funding from central government and changes in the 
national funding formula from 2020, make the review a priority, but 
the focus is on preserving and improving educational standards. 

Schools, governing bodies and local members will be closely 
involved in the review process. 


Academy unites 
to support family 
following house fire 

Students and staff at King James I Academy in Bishop Auckland 
have raised £2018.00 to support 11 year old Academy student, 
Demi-Le igh Proud a nd her fa m ily, as they loo k to rebu i id the ir ho m e 
following a house fire just two weeks before Christmas. 

The blaze, which was caused by a washing machine fault, completely 
destroyed the family home in Crook, along with all personal 
belongings ■ All members of the fa m i ly e sc a ped unhurt an d Ms Proud 
and her children are now settling into their new home. 

On hearing the news, staff at the Academy launched a support 
initiative to ease the immediate difficulties faced by the famity. 
Donations of uniform, clothing and essential items were received, 
along with Christmas gifts to replace those lost in the fire. The cash 
total, which was raised in just two weeks, was presented to Demf- 
Leigh's Mum, Natalie Proud by NickGrieveson, Head Teacher at the 
Academy. He said, '‘Despite this dreadful experience, Oemi-Leigh 
was up-beat and back in school within days' she has demonstrated a 
level of resilience that is an inspiration to us ail. We hope this money 
will show the family how much we care, and that it will help to make 
life a little easier as they begin a new year in their new home." 



Demi-Le igh Proud and her Mum, Natalie (both far right) 
received the cheque from Head Teacher, Nick Grieveson 
and Form Tutor, Justime Lamb 


The Hamsterley Players and Hamsterley Harmonia 

presenJ 

A Winter Warmer! 

An evening of songs, sketches, readings, 
magic and the odd bad joke,.. 

Fri 2 & Sat 37 February, 7,30pm 
in Hamsterley Village Hall 

Please bring your own drinks and snacks. Tickets: £4 

Reserve your seats from Jaquic: 488323 or Simon: 438024 


WE NEED YOU! 

DO YOU KNOW A WWII VETERAN? 

Royal British Legion on mission to find 
ail surviving WWII veterans for free LIBOR funded tours 
of remembrance 

The travel arm of the Royal British Legion is on a mission to find all 
s urvivi ng veteran s of WWII. 

The Treasury is enabling a series of free-of-charge* tours for WWII 
veterans to return to where they served to pay their respects to their 
fallen comrades. The tours are being funded by LIBOR fines, and will 
enable a WWII veteran to return with a family member and carer. 

The Royal British Legion has been running LIBOR funded tours for 
Normandy veterans for the past four years and thanks to additional 
LIBOR funding is now able to widen the tours to all veterans of WWII. 
Nichols Rowlands, Head of Travel, Royal British Legion, explains: "We 
have organised tours for hundreds of D Day veterans, a family member 
and carer, and it has proven a very moving experience for all. We have 
bee n ca m paign in g to widen the tours fo r all WWI I veteran s, as so many 
gave so much, and we feel that they all deserve a final tour back to 
l ay old ghosts to rest; we’re delighted that the Treasury has made this 
possible." 

The tours wilt take place from spring to autumn and will give WWII 
veterans - now mostly in their 90s - the chance to meet up with fellow 
veterans, visit significant battlefield sites, cemeteries and memorials. 
The tours will be accompanied by a medic and a guide from the Royal 
British Legion. 

The Rt. Hon, The Chancellor of the Exchequer, Phillip Hammond, said: 
"I had the privilege of meeting veterans last year, and I'm delighted 
that we can continue to support those who want to return with the 
Royal British Legion to the countries where they served. 

"We have committed over £S million of Libor funds to help those who 
fought for our freedom, to return to pay their respects and safeguard 
the memory of those who made the ultimate sacrifice." 

A call for help! 

The re is no d ata base of vete ra ns from WWI I who are sti II a I ive tod ay so 
the Royal British Legion is calling upon the general public to spread the 
word and ensure every surviving veteran gets the chance to go back 
one last time. 

Nichola Rowlands-Smith, says: "We need you! We know how great the 
British public can be, and we're relying on everyone to help us spread 
the word to find every single living WWI! veteran. There's no database, 
so if you’re a grandchild, neighbour or carer and know someone who 
fought in WWII please tell them about these amazing tours." 

For WWII veterans wishing to benefit from this tour, they need 
to apply via Remembrance Travel's tour operator. Arena Travel on 
01473 660800, or visit http://www.aren at ravel.com/our-holidays/ 
remembrance-travel. Remembrance Travel will also be offering group 
travel opportunities for WWII veteran associations too. 


Craft Fair 
raises money 

for Tabitha’s Toys 



Presentation to Tabitha's Toys 


THE monthly Craft Fair held in Wolsingham 
Town Hall is raising money for a local 
chiltfcrTs charity. 

Run by a committee of craftspeople, the 
fair is held on the second Saturday of every 
month. Entry is free and money is raised 
for Frosterley-based Tabitha’s Toys from 
stall fees, raffles, tombolas and the sale 
of refreshments. Earlier this month, the 
committee handed over a cheque for £260 
to George Jefferson from the charity. 

Tabitha's Toys was founded by Geoff and 
Jackie Moore whose daughter was born with 
a life-limiting illness. The charity is named 
in memory of their daughter, Tabitha, who 
defied all the odds to celebrate her second 
birthday. It is concerned with loaning toys 
and equipment to other children with life- 
threatening or life-limiting illnesses. 

Christine Bennett from Wolsingham, a 
founder of the Wolsingham Craft Fair 
and now a committee member, said they 
will continue to raise money for this very 
important local charity. 


Prison staff raise money for stroke unit 



PRISON staff have been raising money for a hospital unit that helped one of their own. 

Prison Officer, David Vayro from the Dale, suffered a stroke in September and spent weeks in Bishop Auckland hospital. 
His colleagues at Frankland Prison where he works raised money with a bucket collection. The collection was originally to 
pay for a wheelchair taxi to take David to the annual Remembrance Service 
held at Durham Cathedral, He has attended every year to represent the 
Prison Service and this year, despite the fact he was still a hospital patient 
and wheelchair bound in November, he was determined to be there. 

The hospital physiotherapist agreed he could attend but only if he 
was transported via a wheelchair taxi, which would be costly. When his 
colleagues heard 1 about it, they decided to raise the money to pay for the 
trip. The Governor of Frankland had other ideas and insisted on paying 
the taxi fare himself but in the meantime, the collection had grown. David 
did attend the service accompanied by officers, Barry Round and David 
Anderson along with Physio Assistant, Julie Ann Chapman'. Thanks to the 
generosity of his boss and the prison staff were left with the problem of 
what to do with the money raised. 

They asked David who suggested it was donated to the Stroke/ 

Rehabilitation Unit at Bishop Auckland General Hospital. The Prison 
Officers' Charity then matched the amount raised and last month, David 
returned to hand over a cheque for £412. "The staff in both the Stroke Unit 
and the Rehab Unit were amazing," said David, '’I can't thank them enough 
for the heip and support they gave me and my family." 

David is now back home with wife, Valerie, and improving by the day. 
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Council in running for two national awards 


DURHAM County Council is in the running, 
for two prestigious national awards in 
recognition of its work to spruce up towns 
and villages and support local businesses. 

The council has reached the final of 
the Local Government Chronicle (LSC) 
Awards 2018 for its Operation Spruce Up 
programme, and its Finance Durham Fund. 
The awards celebrate excellence in local 
government with Spruce Up shortlisted 
in the environmental services category 
and Finance Durham in the innovation 
section. Operation Spruce Up was launched 
in November 2016 with the intention of 
working in one town or village centre each 


Dale's Crafts People 
Enjoy Bounty Christmas 

The Handmade Collective, Crook 

SOME of the Dale's traditional craftspeople who 
opened a shop in Crook have enjoyed great support 
over the festive season. 


month to get it as clean and tidy 
as possible. 

The programme sees council 
teams working with partners 
such as town and parish councils, 
schoolchildren, local businesses 
and residents groups, and has 
been well received everywhere 
it has been. Finance Durham 
is a £20m fund overseen for 
the council by national private 
equity managers, Maven 
Partners, working dosefy with 
the authority's economic 
development organisation 

Business Durham. The fund 

can give up to £700,000 to 
support local businesses, or 
to help firms from outside 
the county to move here. 

Teams from Spruce Up 
and Finance Durham will 
make presentations to, and 
be interviewed by, the LGC 
judges before winners of the 
awards are announced in 
March. 

Clir Simon Henig, leader 
of the council, said: ''We're 


delighted to have been shortlisted 
for two such distinguished national 
awards. We know the feedback from 
communities and businesses who have 
benefited from Operation Spruce Up 
and Finance Durham has been hugely 
positive and it's really pleasing that the 
award judges have picked up on this. 

"It J s also very satisfying to have been 
shortlisted in the innovation category 
which demonstrates that the services 
we provide to both our residents and 
businesses are at the forefront of best 
practice in local government." 

LGC editor Nick Golding said: "To be 
shortlisted for an LGC Award shows a 
council service is among the country's 
most innovative, and doing the most 
to support the needs of residents as 
councils face budget cuts. We should 
salute the cou nc i I offi cers and council lors 
doing the most to ensure our vital public 
services thrive in the era of austerity." 

To find out more about Operation 
Spruce Up visit www.durham.gov.uk/ 
spruceup and for more information 
a bout Finance Durham, head to website: 
www.fir a n eed u rh a m.c o, uk 


Crematorium recycling scheme 
raises thousands for charity 


Sue Rowley in the shop 

The Gazette visited The Handmade Collective, which 
is situated next to the dentist in Mill Street, Crook, to 
see what is on offer. It is a veritable Aladdin's cave! 
The Handmade Collective is a group of artists, crafters 
and tradesmen From around the Dale and beyond as far 
as Northumberland who have come together to display 
and sell their work. 

They have created a magical space full of unusual, 
sometimes unique handmade items, from knitted hats 
to wooden items, glass, metal, pictures and lots more. 
It is a place to be creative, to share ideas, inspire and 
showcase the various skills and talents of Ideal people, 
giving them an outlet to sell their work. 

Sue Pawley, from Frosterley, is one of the members 
and she was manning the shop when the Gazette 
popped in. She explained how it worked with some 
members giving their time to work in the shop while 
the membership of others was to simply have an 
outlet. Sue said the shop hac been busy over the 
festive period and was hoping that now folk knew they 
were the re, wou id use it more often whE n shopping for 
those special gifts for all occasions. Visitors can choose 
from furniture, clothing, jewellery, aromatherapy skin 
care products, soft furnishings, toys, children's gifts, 
handbags and so much more. 

Sue runs her own cottage industry. Mother MouseLail, 
producing some stunning knitted items and takes 
commissions as do most of the other members. 

Why not visit their page on Face book or call 07351 
533 4 5S for more information. 


Visit to The Weardale Museum 


VISIT to The Weardale Museum, Ireshopcbum by the Randolph-Macori College Choir from Virginia U.S-.A 

24 members of the Randolph- Macon College Choir from Virginia, U.S.A, made a special pilgrimage to visit High House Chapel in 
Weardale so that they could sing intheCfiapel whfch is the oldest Methodist chapef in the UK stfli in continuous use. 

Randolph-Macon is the second oldest Methodist-run college in the U.5, Founded in 1830, it is a privately run co-education-al liberal 
arts college. The choir members ranged in age from 17 to 24. As well as singing in the chapel, the group visited the museum and were shown 
around by David and Jean Heatherington, and Chris Ruskin, all stewards at the museum. 

They took a very keen interest in all the exhibits especially The Weardale Tapestry and the dippy mat making. They have a similar 
museum in Jamestown, Virginia site of the first English settlement in 1607. High House Chape! adjoins the Weardale Museum and they were 
thrilled to be able to sing in such a historic building. 

They were accompanied on the organ by one of their members. Having sung a few hymns associated with Charles Wesley they then 
sung a very beautiful unaccompanied blessing. The choir are in the U.K. for two weeks and have a packed programme. After their visit to 
Weardale they moved on to Whitby and York for a few days. 


TWO crematoria in County Durham have donated a total of £10,1X10 to lo¬ 
cal charities as a result of a share of surplus funds from a recycling scheme. 

Sands, a stillbirth and neo-natal death charity, and the North of England 
Children's Cancer Research Fund (NECCR,) have each received cheques of 
£5,DtXl, from Mountsett Crematorium and Durham Crematorium respec¬ 
tively. 

Durham County Council, which runs Durham Crematorium in partner¬ 
ship with Spennymaar Town Council and Mountsett in conjunction with 
Gateshead Council, is a member of the Metal Recycling Scheme run by 
the Institute of Cemetery and Crematorium Management (ICCMj, which 
recycles metals which are left after a cremation. Once written consent is 
given from each bereaved family, metals such as orthopaedic implants 
and materials used in the construction of the coffin are recycled by the 
ICCM with proceeds Shared between its members to donate to a charity 
of their choice. 

Graham Harrison, the county council's bereavement Services manager, 
said: "We're massively indebted to the generous families that have kind¬ 
ly donated these recycled metals to charity. Their consent, given at this 
difficult time for them, does mean that good causes continue to benefit." 

The recycled metals scheme, which has been run in partnership with a 
Dutch company called Orthometals since 200G, makes a huge difference 
to the cc m m u n ities it serves, a II while making the least possi b Ie i m pact □ n 
the environment. 


NECCR fundraising manager Janet Price said: “We greatly appreciate 
receiving a portion of the proceeds from Durham Crematorium's recycling 
scheme. Every penny is integral in helping improve the lives of children 
and young people with cancer. 

"Over 30 years ago when the NECCR was formed approximately 73 per 
cent of young people who contracted cancer died from the disease. Now, 
thanks to developments in research - funded by charities such as NECCR, 
approximately 75 per cent survive which wouldn't he the case were it not 
for the generosity of people in the North East." 

Carolyn Bray, fundraising and events manager at Sands, said: "We'd like 
to say how grateful we are for being chosen to benefit from this brilliant 
scheme, and extend a heartfelt thank you to Mountsett Crematorium for 
such a generous donation. "This not insignificant amount allows us to 
make a very real, positive difference to many thousands of people who 
have been devastated by the death of a baby and will help to continue to 
i m prove the be reave m ent care received by pa rents a n d fami lies at such a n 
awful time m their lives." 
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Wolsingham Pharmacist takes early retirement 



Janet and staff on her final day 


A PHARMACIST has taken early retirement to 
spend more time with her family and pets. 

Janet Price, who owned and run The 
Wolsingham Pharmacy for almost 23 years, 
decided to hang up her white coat for good a few 
weeks ago. 

Born and bred near Oldham, Janet came 
to the north-east as a student studying a science 
degree in Pharmacy at Sunderland Polytechnic. 

She was a star student, winning 
the Regent Prize for top student 
in Pharmacognosy. 

Within the practice of pharmacy she was very 
interested in veterinary pharmacy and applied 
to do her pre-reg training with Sill Holden in 
Wolsingham. A prolific academic, Janet completed 
a diploma in Agdculture and Veterinary Pharmacy 
inl985 at Aston University. Two year! later, she 
was lecturing On the subject of her research - 
Coccidiosis - at Cardiff University. Weardale's 
farmers had helped with this research, which 
centred on a parasitic disease on sheep. The 
lecture was given at the British Pharmaceutical 
Conference, the powerful professional body for 
pharmacists at the time. 

In the same year - 1990 - Janet bought the 
pharmacy in Wolsingham from Bill Holden with 
her then husband, Adrian Holden, and re-named 
the business ADJ and JC Holden Ltd. She again 
gave a speech, this time to the Durham branch 
of the Pharmaceutical Society an Agricultural 
and Veterinary Pharmacy and also returned to 
Sunderland, now a university, to lecture on the 
Same subject or a couple of Occasions. 

In 1996, the business was split and Janet took 
over the Wolsingham premises as her awn. But 
it wasn't long before she was seeking a more 
suitable building and found it at 12 Market Place. 
It was the former Spar supermarket which had 
been the Pack Horse Inn and afterwards a General 
Dealers called Pickerings. After a lot of work and a 
complete refurbishment, Janet opened it as 'The 
Wolsingham Pharmacy Ltd', losing the farming 
business but still maintaining a section for pets. 

Over the preceding few years, many new 
regulations had come into force, not least 
computerised medical records and in 1996 a 
iegal battle was won by the giant Supermarkets 
allowing them to sell medicines. Pharmacists had 
argued against the move but were beaten. Janet's 
new shop offered much more than medicines, 
with or without prescriptions, including gifts, 
household itEms, vitamins and toiletries and 
items for pets as well as so much more. 

Janet and her staff began what would become 
a passion - using the Huge windows to create 
stunning displays at Christmas, in 1999, they were 
thrilled to be named the winner of the WeardaEe 
Chamber of Trade's Millennium window display 


competition. Over the years, they have created 
some amazing displays, usually with a health 
theme. 

Janet managed the huge changes in pharmacy 
regulations and in 2001, she persuaded her 
partner, Andrew, to create a private consulting 
room and more space for the ever-increasing 
dispensary needs. He came to maintain the 
huilding and ended up dispensing and being 
responsible for the business accounts! The 
huilding work, however, wasn't finished and 
when the Heritage Economic Regeneration 
Scheme was launched, Janet applied an-d had 
help funding a new shop front. The work revealed 
some surprises, not least the old glass 'Pickerings' 
sign but more importantly the old canopy that 
was still in good condition. 

"The Canopy has been very useful" said Janet. 
“The shop faces west and consequently picks up 
the afternoon sun — it is amazing how the canopy 
shields the windows." 

Janet decided to fiave a new sign 
and hired signwriter, Phil Anderson 
who hand-painted It using 
handwriting script to great effect. 

As prescriptions continued to increase, more new 
shelving was needed. Janet explained that more 
medicine was being prescribed as preventative 
medicine increased. "More new drugs and 
medicine were coming on to the market not only 
in new ways to treat illnesses but also preventive 
medicine" she explained. 

New legislation also continued with the 
introduction in 2D04 of compulsory training 
for dispensary assistants. This was followed 
by emergency contraception - a free supply 
of Emergency Hormonal Gontraception - the 
Morning After Pill - with specialist training and 
accreditation, which must be renewed every two 
years. Janet had huge praise for the Sexual Health 
Team in the county. "They are brilliant" she said. 

In 2DOS came the Medicine Use Review and 
yet a nothe r qualification for Janet at the Me dway 
School of Pharmacy. New Clinical Governance 
rules added to the workload: writing and 
implementing Standard Operating Procedures 
and so much more. New Controlled Drug rules 
were necessary after the Dr Shipman case 

Janet explained that Dr Shipman would not 
have been able to carry out his heinous crimes 
without the unsuspecting aid of a pharmacist. 
The pharmacist in question was not blamed but 
tighter measures were put in place across all 
pharmacists in the UK to ensure all drugs were 
safely accounted for and handled. 

Stringent records had to he kept with regular 
audits. It was a huge responsibility. Pharmacy is so 
much more than simply dispensing prescriptions. 

New rules, regulations arid way of 
working kept coming with Child 
Protection, Repeat Dispensing and a 
PCT lead Diabetic Testing scheme 
Always ahead of the held, Janet 
featured in the Unichem magazine in 
Z0D5 with her diabetic testing scheme 
she had launched in the Wolsingham 
Pharmany. It amused her because she 
wasn't a Unichem pharmacy! As an 
independent business, she was free 
to order her medicines, drugs and 
all other items sold in the shop from 
whichever wholesalers she preferred. 

"I preferred the small wholesalers, 
the independent usually pharmacist- 
owned ones like Norchem, ha sed in 
Ferryhill," she said, "flat there were 
others too" 

Somehow she and her close- 
knit staff managed to find the time 
to continue with the tradition of 


the Christmas window displays and also held 
stalls outside the shop ~ usually to make some 
important health message including 'Keep safe 
in the sun'. Staff manned the stall, giving advice 
about sun cream and wearing sunglasses. The 
community enjeyed it all as did passing motorists. 

In 2DD7, however, one of their services was cut 
- the shop lost the contract to deliver oxygen to 
patients when legislation changed. "We used to 
take oxygen to our patients but new rules meant 
that it had to be delivered directly from the 
manufacturers." 

Then in came electronic prescribing, which 
Janet welcomed because it speeded up thE 
process and helped to reduce the risk of errors 
{eventually going paperless in 2016 increasing 
efficiency even morEji. And in 20DB, the pharmacy 
was able to distribute free condoms to young 
people in a special alliance with the school nurse 
and others. It was designed to not only hah 
teenage pregnancy but also to prevent sexual 
diseases. Any of the staff were a hie to take part in 
this but inevitably, the young people preferred to 
deal with the younge r me m hers of staff! 

The Palliative Care Scheme was next where all 
pha rmacies were required to keep certain drugs 
associated with long-term and life-threatening 
illnesses. It was something else that Janet 
welcomed because If and when these drugs 
went out of date, she was reimbursed under the 
sc heme and it e nsured a co nstarrt supply whethe r 
they were needed or not. The Direct tD Pharmacy 
rules of 21X19 led to drug shortages hut this was 
followed by what Janet described as a "good 
scheme' with the Minor Ailments scheme, ff a 
patient had free prescriptions, they could Come 
directly to the pharmacist for remedies for such 
ailments as hayfever, indigestion, thrush, head 
lice and so on. Counter Assistants were a hie to 
give the necessary advice without the need to 
make an appointment with a GF. 

But beforE long there was even more legislation 
and mare pressure on pharmacists with the 
'Information Governance' I designed to protect 
the use, storage and transit of 
confidential information in the 
whole of the NK5. The standard 
has to be neviewe d and sub m itted 
every year 

. Then a new Medicine 
Service was introduced where 
pharmacists could help patients 
after they had been prescribed 
a new drug, giving information 
about it, possible side-effects, 
how it caukl help etc. 

This latest service went a long 
way to proving that pharmacists 
must work very closely with 
GPs. Janet's career story shows 
how professional they are and 
conscientious too. She stayed 


open through the horror of Storm DeSmOnd and 
has rarely, if at all, failed to open on time and 
remain available to the public. 

“We had our Own generator installed So 
if the electricity failed, we could stay open," 
commented Janet. 

Every year brought new rules, regulations, 
legislation to keep everyone on their toes and 
ready for any inspections, which take place every 
three to five years. Inspections are a necessary 
evil and ensure everything is in place for a safe 
and effective service. 

Janet, however, although always way ahead of 
the ’game' decided last Summer to retire. She had 
successfully acquired the necessary qualifications 
for the ph armacy to beco me a HLP — Healthy Living 
Pharmacy with qualifications for the pharmacy 
staff, and also managed the government cuts that 
severely affected small, independent pharmacies 
like hers by ensuring any extra money that could 
be earned to ensure the survival of a local service 
and local jobs. But enough was enough and after 
reaaing a book entitled, 'Selling Your Pharmacy 1 , 
the decision was made to put the building and the 
business up for sale. 

Even though she was never quite sure if she 
would see the decision through, she accepted an 
offer she couldn't refuse and after four months 
of complicated legal work, during which the sale 
could have fa lien thmugh at any time, she was in 
retirement.. 

"I wasn't able to tell the staff until a week 
before it happened and the customers on the 
day because f wasn't sure it would happen and 
when it did, ft happened quickly" she said. "And 
although I am going to miss everyone so much, 
not least my loyal and hardworking staff, I have 
many things I want to da." 

Janet is looking forward to spending more time 
with her family and friends as well as her horses 
and dogs and is looking forward to attending a 
carriage driving course bought for her by Andrew. 
"I want to redecorate t he house a nd re-design the 
garden," she added. "So much to look forward to 
and time to move on." 



Janet, her staff and Or Hackett 

after coming second in a window competition 



NFU welcomes commitment to British farming from Secretary of State 

TH€ NFU has welcomed a commitment to a national food policy and recognition from the Secretary of State that food production, is r at the heart of all farming businesses', announced at Oxford 
Farming Conference recently. 

The NFU has also welcomed the pledge for Defra to champion high quality British food at home and abroad. NFU President Meurig Raymond said that Michael Gove's speech was a positive 
signal for the farming industry, and he looks forward to seeing the details on this. Mr Raymond added that British farming has a unique role in producing a safe, affordable and high quality supply 
of food as well as caring for 70% of the nation's countryside. 

"\ was pleased to hear the Secretary of State talking about the need to invest in technology, skills and rural resilience - all of which he says are public goods. 

"Michael Gove also spoke about the importance of delivering benefits for the environment, something that farmers already advocate and perform highly on. Mr Gove was absolutely right to 
recognise the vita! contribution that uplands farmers have in maintaining their iconic landscape. 

"Without the productive, resilient and profitable farm businesses across the country, we will not have the people to look after the natural environment. A transition period that allows time to 
prepare properly for the introduction of anew agricultural policy is also welcome, during which an assessment can be made of the impact of Brexit on UK farming - on trade in the raw ingredients 
farmers produce, on farm business' access to a competent and reliable workforce, and on the regulatory environment in which they operate. 

"The NFU Fs up for the challenge of working in partnership with government in ref earning agricultural policy for the post-Brexit world. With adequate time to prepare, we can ensure that the 
introduction of an ambitious new policy framework, one that is suited to the needs of the farming industry and the expectations of the UK public, is managed properly and delivered successfully." 
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HAIR & BEAUTY 

Home visits » HPC Registered 


4 The Butts 

Telephone: (01388) 488201 


Stanhope 

Mobile: 0791 942 1527 


(OliSfi) 528343 
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leunrtng r i*arts, crangrg Ivas 


Every Thursday 
9.30am, 5.30 & 7.30pm 


IE 
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Luke LiddelL 

Certified 
Personal Trainer 


Al l aspects of 1-2-1 
personal training 
& small group sessions 
specialising in: 

Weight loss 

Cardiovascular fitness fit endurance 
Muscle gain 
Sports conditioning 

Calk 07525 775 952 
email: i.liddell@hatmail.co. uk 



DURHAM & DALES 


CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGY 


For safe, effective, 
professional & affordable help 
with anxiety 

(panic, worry, phobias, OC D, etc), 
Relationship issues 
(self esteem, betrayal, anger, etc), 
Depression, Trauma, Grief, Stress 

013S8 4482.00 www,ddcp,co,uk: 



Let companies 
know you saw 
their advert here! 




Hi. I'm Debbie, owner and Founder of Wellbeing... , I started my business as a result of years spent tied to a desk, working long hours, getting no exercise and generally living in a state 

of stress and poor health. My "lightbulb" moment came with chest pains and a visit to A&E! Still only in my 40s, i knew I didn't want to hit 50 feeling like this. That was the catalyst which spurred 
me into addressing the damage I had been doing to my health and wellbeing for all those years! 

i realised the path to optimal health and wellbeing involved taking care of the whole me - body, mind and spirit. I started exercising, fixing my poor diet, and discovered meditation, I took on a 
16-week Body Transformation Challenge which totally changed my life, and really drove the development of Wellbeing... ! I've chronicled my experiences on my website, hopefully it will 

inspire others to start their own journey to better health and wellbeing. 

My original vision for /elibeing... was to provide solutions to people's health, and wellbeing challenges. \ have found a nutrition partner I'm extremely proud lo work with. 3 J ve met 

amazing therapists whose holistic and complementary services l r m delighted to recommend (check out my blog for details]. And I'm now developing the fitness classes and Personal Training 
services which I'm extremely excited to launch this month in 5tanhope. Ive moved into the Durham Dales Centre so that I can be in the heart of the community where I live [I'm originally a 
Northumberland girl, but Weardale is a very special place and somewhere I'm privileged to call home). 

We ail have the opportunity to be the best possible version of ourselves. It's my goal to help you to be just that. Whether it's through our Personal Training and fitness services, one-to-one 
support and mentoring with our Body Transformation programme, advice on how to achieve balanced nutrition, or general hints and tips for a healthier body and mind, I hope that you too can 

discover your own path to unlimited Wellbeing. 5o you can be... 

Please visit our website: http://welibemgunlimited.co. uk for mo re information, details of fitness classes, class tim etable and price Iist If you're interested in any of our products or services r 

you can use the Contact form on the website, email me at debbie@wellbelngunlinnited.co.uk or call on 07337 577032 














































































Valley Drone 

By Martin To wnsend 

Martin Townsend lives In Weardale and is 
beginning to dedicate quite a icn of time la his 
new business, forming d business from a hobby 
and watching it grow is said to be one of Lhe 
most pleasurable experiences as you can create 
an income from what you love doing. 

We love it when a new business starts in the 
Dale, so off we went to chat with Martin to find 
out the "when’s, the how's and the what next?" 
This Is the outcome: 

i have always had a general interest in 
photography and the new medium of drone 
photography has enabled me to explore the 
unique aerial viewpoint that I had previously 
only encountered on an introductory flying 
lesson and helicopter pleasure ride. 

I first flew a drone when my wife 
bought me one for Christmas in 2014. I had 
experimented with a GoPro action camera while 
mountain biking in Hamsterley Forest and then 
discovered that it was possible to get a drone 
that could carry the GoPro. 

Since then l have become more and 
more passionate about the medium as each 
flight brings new discoveries from the bird's eye 
view. 

Gradually 9 broadened my collection of 
images and videos and upgraded my equipment, 
with a steep learning curve to brush up on my 
photography and videography knowledge whilst 
combining with the drone handling and flying 
skills. 

More and more F was getting asked to 
take specific images by friends and relatives and 
then by other people and businesses. However, 
there are various laws on flying drones in the 
UK that must be observed and these indude 
the requirement that any 'commercial' drone 
activities can only be carried out by operators 
fully qualihed and approved by the Civil Aviation 
Authority, carrying full public liability insurance. 

So, rather than miss out on these 
opportunities, l decided to pursue the approval 
and broaden the range of areas in which \ could 
fly and work. En fact, I had considered this for 
some time, but I finally decided to go for it after 
videoing and photographing a family wedding in 
Spam. I did this for personal reasons, but found 
it incredibly satisfying and realised that with the 
CAA approval l could work on other projects 
like weddings and enjoy the same sense of 
satisfaction again and again - and of course get 
paid! 

I attended an intensive residential 
training course studying relevant aspects of 
aviation law, flight planning, weather reviews 
etc leading to my 'ground school' exam. I was 
then required to undertake a practical flight test 
where the examiner looks For handling skills in a 
range of scenarios. 

After this, candidates are required to prepare 
a detailed 'operating manual' which forms the 
basis of application to the CAA. The manual 
sets out alt procedures, pre-fight checks, 
equipment, risk assessments, precautions, 
checklists, etc, that the operator will follow for 
all (lying Operations. Once the CAA are satisfied 
that the applicant is satisfactorily insured, has 
demonstrated ground school and flight test 


passes and shown satisfactory operating manual 
procedures, a Permission for Commercial 
Operations (PfCG) is issued. This needs to he re¬ 
applied for annually using logs of ongoing flights 
to demonstrate continuing competence. 

Since obtaining my PfCO i have 
developed rny website www.valleydrOne.CO.uk 
Social media is important to even the smallest 
business in the media industry so I have also 
developed a presence on Facebook, Youtube, 
Instagram and Linkedln under the valley Drone 
name. 

I have quickly taken on a range of projects 
for a range of customers. Being based in 
Wear dale I have obviously worked on rural and 
landscape themes. Private property images are 
popular, and l have worked for property agents 
selling farms and large properties. An aerial 
picture or video really helps show a property in 
its wider context, especially in the beautiful area 
in which we live. 

My work is featured in 
advertisements for holiday projoerties, 
and I even captured 
the record attendance at this year's 
Wokingham Show, on behalf 
of the Show Committee. 

I have earned out video surveys of a large factory 
flying indoors to record the workflow of the 
complex production line. Several of my videos 
have featured on the website of Darlington 
Farmers Aucti on Mart when they h ave asked me 
to capture various farming equipment auctions 
and show the wide range of items for sale and 
the siteable crowds attending. 


During an exercise at the Ironworks 
.Road ground of Tow Law Town AFt, t captured 
a 360 degree image of the ground and its 
surroundings which now features directly on 
the Google Earth program. This is an interactive 
image that can be rotated, tipped or roomed by 
the viewer, in fact It comprises 35 images taken 
from the same position, electronically stitched 
together, it shows how steadily the drone can 
fly to maintain the tame position. The current 
drone that I operate (9 have moved on from my 
GoPro model) Is controlled using GP5 satellite 
positioning, and typically tied to 16 satellites at 
any onetime. 

Property photographs are popular, 
not just for estate agency work, but also as 
mementos for proud owners who like to see a 
wider and different perspective, or to show their 
surrounding views. Businesses might like an 
aerial view for promotional literature or videos, 
o r just fo r an attractive ph otogra ph for receptio n. 
However, drones can also be used for closer 
views of properties. Structural inspections or 
roof surveys can be quickly earned Out without 
the need for expensive Scaffolding Or in difficult 
to access areas. My equipment carries a high 
definition high resolution camera with live feed 
to view on the ground. 

I still like to work on general aerial 
imagery and capture appealing images which 
l like to share m local photography groups 
and share on my web site, and have sold the 
occasional image from my own collection. 

Drones are becoming more and 
more popular for leisure use and can easily 
be purchased on the high street, with varying 
features and technology. They are somewhat 


controversial with reports of near misses with 
aircraft, invasions of privacy, or dangerous 
Crashes into buildings or even people. There 
are calls For greater legislation but in fact there 
is already significant legislation, which applies 
to hobby flyers as well as professionals. Drone 
regulations are embodied in criminal law so are 
a matter for the police. So if you buy yourself 
a drone or receive one as a gift, check out the 
simplified guidance in the tAA 'drone code' 
which lists minimum proximities to people and 
properties, maximum altitudes and ranges etc. 

The drone industry is now extending 
into search and rescue, offshore oil rig 
inspections, agricultural surveys [infra red 
cameras can illustrate strong and weak crop 
yields, for example!, as well as being standard 
tools for tdevisio n productio n - wa tch ou t on the 
likes of tountryfile. Location Location Location 
etc. ft is big business with some multi miillion 
pound operators. However for now l expect to 
grow at a smaller pace and concentrate on rural 
property, auctions, business photography and 
capturing landscapes, t enjoy working at local 
sporting facilities and am iooking for my next 
special event or wedding opportunities. 


ISfew applications for drone 
photography are being discovered 
all of the time, so let me know 
if you can think of any new uses 
I can look at! 



f: — ^ - 

DRIVING 

LESSONS 

Regular weekly lessons Either 1,1.5 or 2 hours Intensive courses Pass Plus courses 


CALL ME at 01388 527819 07775074442 

info@lessonswithtim.co.uk www.lessonswithtim.co.uk 
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SPORT 


Bill Wearmouth 

Memorial Dominoes competition 


THE annual dominoes competition in memory of a much loved sheep farmer was held as usual 
in the Cross Keys at Eastgate. 


Bill Wearmouth,, who was born and 
bred in the village hut renowned 
around the country for his prize' 
winning sheep, is still sorety missed. 

This annual handicap is eagerly looked 
forward too and a wonderful way of 
remembering a man who was a star 
player himself. 

After many rounds, the fin at was 
contested between Brian Spencer 
and Russell Hodgson. It was Russell, 
from Stanhope, who was eventually 
crowned the winner. 



DARTS 


On behalf of the Golden Lions Ladies darts. Landlord Tyrone Robson 
recently presented Ben McWilliams, Public Liaison Assistant GNAAS 
with a donation of £150 for the Great North Air Ambulance Service 



TRIALS 


Trials at Butsfield 

By Ray Crinson 

THERE was big turnout for the Stanley 
Club's trial on New Years Eve, which was 
held at Butsfield Quarry „ 

Andy Huddlestone was forced to work 
hard for his win in the Expert class, as 
Rob Waite trailed him by just a couple of 
marks at the finish. Huddlestone had a 
couple in section five and a further dab 
in the tenth, but while Waite matched his 
section five score, he dropped a couple 
in section nine and a further one in the 
second sub. Carl Shaw came home in third 
spot, his problems lying in sections three 
and five where he lost over half his total of 
seventeen. 

Gary Pears continued his winning ways 
on the Oubman Course, but was another 
who didn't have it all his own way as no 
less than five riders were right behind 
him. Jared Lam be topped the following 
pack, just ahead of Andy Lewis, but Grant 
GMender missed out after a five in section 
six cost him the win after he had parted 
with just one other m ark in the e igh th. 

Roddy Baker continued his recovery 
from injury with a win on the Easy Route, 
another to drop just two, both these in 
section four where runner up Martin 
Dennis went clean. 

Results: Expert Course Andy Huddlestone 
(Montesa) 3, Rob Waite (Betaji 5, Carl Shaw 
(Sherco] 17. Oubman Course Gary Pears 
(Scorpa) 2, Jared Lam be (Montesa) 3, Andy 
Lewis (Ossa) 4. Easy Course 
Roddy Baker (Vertigo] 2, Martin Dennis 
(TRS) 10, Brian Johnson (Sherco) 10. 


POOL 


Weardale Pool League 

By Neil Coates 
Week 13 

THIS week was the individuaf singles knock 
out competition with all league players 
spread across eight pubs and the winner 
at each venue progressing through to the 
quarter finals. 

The successful players and quarter final 
draw are as follows: Chris Woodruff 
(Frosterley Inn) vs Paul McArdle (Stanhope 
Club), Adam Dobson (Stanhope Club) vs 
Adam Robinson (Stanhope Club), AEan 
Barker (Stanhope Cfub) vs Adam Martin 
(Black Lion] and James Everitt (Black Lion) 
vs Kieron Laing (Grey Bull (B)). 

Week 14 

Doubles knock out games were played this 
week withsix venues hosting individual 
competitions and progressing to the 
semi-finals are: Colin Perry/Adam Dobson 
(Stanhope Club] along with Derek iddon/ 
Andrew Atkinson (Blue Bell). 

In the quarter finals Chris Henderson/ 
Kieron Laing (Grey Bull (B)J will play William 
Hutchinson/James Everitt (Black Lion} and 
Jack Tinkler/Sean Thompson (Grey Bull 
(B)) will play Neil Coates/Davey Richmond 
(Frosterley Inn). 


FOOTBALL 


Tow Law Town 3 - 2 Darlington RA 

Match report by Steve Moralee 

TOW Law tuck the points in one of the 
few local games to go ahead in the area. 

Leadi ng scorer, D ean Thexton certainly e njayed 
his start to the New Year. With the Lawyers 
attacking the Clubhouse end in the first half, it 
was the visitors who had the first opportunity. 

Tom Orton failed to deal with Daryl! Hall's 
back pass, but recovered to prevent Sims 
opening the scoring. Thexton had Tow Law's first 
chance, Adam Knowles delivered after a good run 
down the right, hut Thexton was unable to get 
a shot as the visitors' defence snuffed him out. 
Within a minute, RA attacked upheld and 
a shot flew just past Orton's right post. 
Adam Nichols tested the RA keeper with a 20-yard 
shota ndon 14 m inutesThexton opene d thescori ng. 

A left wing cross was punched clear by 
goalkeeper, Lewis McDonald. The ball fell 
at Thexton's feet, 25 yards out & he calmly 
lofted the ball back into the unguarded net. 

Thexton had a great opportunity on 25 
minutes to improve his goal tally. One-on- 
one with McDonald, he chose to go round the 
goalkeeper, who saved well at the striker's feet. 
On 3S minutes, Sims had a free header infront of 
goal but Orton comfortably saved to prevent the 
equaliser. Thexton made it 2 - Q on 43 minutes 
from dose range after a low cross by Nicholls. 

RA came out fighting in the second half, 
forcing the Lawyers' defence backwards and 
we re rewarded on 53 m inures wbe n Dorn Joynes 
converted at the back post from a left wing 
delivery. 

The game became stretched, with chances at 
both ends & on 75 minutes Thexton grabbed his 
hatrick with a low shot into the corner of the net 
from IS yards. The RA never gave up, continuing 
to push forward. 

On EE minutes, they scored again through 
James Wilson. With the game drawing to a 
close. Tow Law defended to take 3 points and 
move into second place in the league table. 
Team: Tom Orton, Mark Partisan, Scott 
Oldfield (Glenn Caygill), Lewis Brown Liam 
Whitworth), Daryl! Hall, Jan JEmp, Adam 
Knowles, David Mitchell (David Parker), Dean 
Thexton. Arron Fletcher, Adam Nicholls. 
Subs not used: Derek Waters, Michael Alan. 
M.O.M: Dean Thexton. 


Tow Law football 

By Steve Morallee 

Tow Law book the points in 1 of the few 
local games to go ahead in the area. 
LEADING scorer, Dean Thexton certainly 
enjoyed his start to the New Year. 
With the Lawyers attacking the 
Clubhouse end in the first half, it was the 
visitors who had the first opportunity. 

Tam Orton failed to deal with Daryll Hall's 
back pass, but recovered to prevent Sims opening 
the scoring. Thexton had Tow Law's first chance, 
Adam Knowles delivered after a good run down 
the right, but Thexton was unable to get a shot 
as the visitors’ defence snuffed him out. Within a 
minute, RA attacked upheld AND a shot flew just 
past Orton's right post. Adam Nichols tested the 
RA keeper with a 20 yard shot & on 14 minutes 
Thexton opened the scaring. A left wing Cross was 
punched clear by goalkeeper, Lewis McDonald. 
The ball fell at Thexton's feet, 25 yards duI fi he 
calmly lofted the ball back into the unguarded net. 

Thexton had a great opportunity on 25 
minutes to improve his goal tally. One-on- 
one with McDonald, he chose to go round the 
goalkeeper, who saved well at the striker's 
feet. On 3E minutes, 5ims had a free header in 
front Df goal but Orton comfortably saved to 
prevent the equaliser. Thexton made it 2 - 0 on 
43 minutes from close range after a law cross 
by Nicholls. RA came out fighting in the second 
half, forcing the Lawyers' defence backwards 
and were rewarded on 63 minutes when Dom 
Jaynes converted at the back post from a left 
wing delivery. The game became stretched, 
with chances at both ends and on 75 minutes 
Thexton grabbed his hat trick with a low shot 
into the corner of the net from IS yards. The RA 
never gave up, continuing to push forward. On BE 
minutes, the scored again through James Wilson. 

With the game drawing to a close. Tow 
Law defended to take 3 points and move 
into second place in the league table. 
Fuli Time: Tow Law Town 3-2 Darlington RA. 
Teamn: Tom Orton, Mark Pattisort, Scott 
Oldfield (Glenn Caygill), Lewis Brown bam 
Whitworth], Daryll Hall, Jan Jemp, Adam 
Knowles, David Mitchell (David Parker), Dean 
Thexton, Arron Fletcher, Adam Nicholls. 
Subs not used: Derek Waters, Michael Alan. 
MotM: Dean Thexton 


Tow Law wins again 

By Steve Moral lee 

FOR the second consecutive weekend, the Lawyers 
would face the team in 21st place in the league. 

The previous week. Tow Law took the 
points against Darlington RA. this week it was 
Brandon United. Brandon started well and 
on two minutes, 5tephen Turnbull failed to 
convert a back post headed from a right wing 
cross. Tow Law's first opportunity came on IB 
minutes. Adam Knowles took a corner, which was 
scrambled clear to the edge of the box. Adam 
Nicholls thundered a shot towards goal, but was 
blocked by many bodies on the six- yard line. 

After 23 minutes, Nicholls again tried his luck 
from distance. Jack Patton, a former lawyer, in 
the home goal saved well low to his right to push 
the ball wide. Brandon took the lead in the 25th 
minute from a right wing corner. As the Tow law 
defence switched off, Brandon's player/manager 
Steve Skinner moved to the edge of the box, 
received the bail unchallenged and fired a shot 
into the top right corner of Tom Orton's goal, 
giving the keeper no chance.. 

The goal acted as a wake-up call for Tow Law 
and the equaliser came in the 33rd minute. Mark 
Patbson delivered a right wing corner, which 
Johnny Kemp forced home 


The scores remained level through to half time. 

Tow Law came out determined in the second half, but 
again it was the hosts who had the first opportunity, 
Adam Storey heading wide when well placed. The 
63rd minute saw Mark Partisan rattle the host's cross 
bar with a shot from distance and Simon Ord shot just 
past the post shortly afterwards. Not to be outdone 
by his fellow full back, it was Ben Collinsor's turn to 
smash against the bar from distance on 69 minutes. 
With pressure mounting on the home 
defence, it seemed only a matter of time 
before The Lawyers would strike apin. 

Another right wing corner by Partisan was 
cleared back to the full back. He dispatched a first 
time cross into the 6 yard box for substitute, Rhys 
Harbottle to stoop low and bravely head the 
ball past Patton. More chances came and went, 
but Brandon were always capable of breaking 
upheld. Right at the end, a Brandon shot was 
blocked for a corner and Referee Kieron McCord 
called time before the kick could be taken 
Another 3 points for the Lawyers. 

Full time: Brandon United 1-2 Tow Law Town. 

Team: Tom Orton, Ben Callinson, Mark 

Partison, Lewis Brown (David Mitchell), Johnny 
Kemp, Daryll Hall, Adam Knowles,5imon 
□rdl, Dean Thexton, Lewis Teasdale (Rhys 
Harbottle), Adam Nicholls (Scott Oldfield). 
Unused subs: Glenn Caygill, Arron Fletcher. 

M.O.M: Johnny Kemp 


Local derby results \n win for Stanhope By Les Thompson 

Albert Vickers Cup Stanhope 1 Wearhead 0 

STANHOPE'S first game after the Christmas break was at home to Wearhead in the Albert Vickers cup 
competition. 

The game started with both teams looking to breakthrough early on but the game settled down and 
it wasStanhope who were creating most chances but could not find the hack of the net with Wearhead's 
defence holding firm. The first half ending 0-0. 

The second half continued as the first, neither side able to find the back of the net. 5 tan hope's hopes took 
a backward step in the 15th minute when they had a player sent off. Stanhope pressed forward but could 
not break through and with neither side able to score, the game went to extra time. 

Wearhead Suffered a set back in the first period of extra time when a player suffered an injury and had 
to go to hospital reducing them to ten men - we wish Daniel Blackett a speedy recovery. Stanhope took 
the lead in the 12 minute with Jake Henderson firing home from dose range. Wearhead almost forced the 
game to penalties in the second half of extra time when they struck the post, the game ending Stanhope I 
Wearhesd D. M.O.M for Stanhope Johnny Storey. This game was sponsored by Weardale Railway. 
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The Potted Garden 

WINTER COLOUR IN A POT 

COLOUR can be sadly lacking train gardens in January but a simple way of bringing a little 
bit of sunshine back into the outdoors is by using containers packed with hardy ptants 
that provide colour, texture and a good few weeks of interest. 

Make sure you place them where they can be seen — in areas close to your home, in 
view of visitors or in places where they can be appreciated from the warmth and comfort 
of indoors — such as outside the kitchen window or on a window sill. The upside of colder 
weather is that flowers last longer and even the humble evergreen such as bay, laurel or 
viburnum looks stunning edged with a touch of winter morning frost. 

So m e of the b est p I a nts for wtnte r coto ur are cla s s ic favou rites that sti ll bri n g a smile to 
the face in deep mid winter and, outside of prolonged snow and rain, can survive into the 
spring. Helleborus niger-also known as the Christmas Rose - is a stylish starting point 
and has a purity of colour that makes it ideal as a single planting or as a centre piece in a 
mixed container, tt has clusters of saucenshaped flowers in white, pink, green, mauve or 
smoky purple. The winter flowering Viola (looking like a mini pansy) is a really cheerful 
choice for pots and planters and comes in a variety of colours from white through to 
yellow, orange, mauve, purple and blue. Erica (also known as Heather) brings a hint of 
the highlands to any seasonal container with its stems of delicate flowers in white, pink, 
red, magenta or purple. 

Before you get going or planting make sure you take on board these tips from the RHS 
(Royal Horticultural Society} for growing in containers during winter: 

• Remember that plants grow very little in winter so make sure you start with good- 
sized plants and use sufficient numbers of plants for the size of container to make an 
impact from the start. 

* Position your container where it will get as much light as possible during the winter 
months to ensure plant foliage remains green and healthy. 

# Water containers carefully in winter, making sure you check the compost regularly 
as it can soon dry out in mild spells. Smaller plants are more susceptible to over - or 
underwatering. It is not necessary to feed container plants during the winter. 

• Raise containers off the ground on pot feet or bricks to aid drainage and help prevent 
the freezing conditions that cause pots to crack. 

* Choose frost-proof terracotta or containers made of plastic, fibreglass or wood. Bubble 
wrap containers in severe weather to reduce damage to plant roots. 


Sally the Donkey ] 

— By Willie Giles J 

DRIVING along the Wear Valley from the Harperley roundabout on the A6S produces, 
after a while, a certain sense of contented familiarity. 

The valley becomes ingrained into the imagination with the features of the land staying 
reassuringly constant. The valley has seen much change with production stopping at most of 
the quarries and mines and working families either leaving or adjusting their working lives, 
but to an outsider, the things that have remained are strength, endurance and hospitality. 

These features are embodied in an old donkey, with bowed back, who lives in a field off the 
road outside Wolsingham on the right-hand side as you drive up the valley. The donkey was 
always there, in the field trying to find the sun, but late last year I became worried as 1 hadn't 
seen him for several weeks so l resolved to drop into the farm and ask of his whereabouts. 

I was told that the donkey was well and had been resting in her shed, that her name was Sally 
and that she was 33 years old and, said with humour, cost a fortune in vefs bills. 

Since then, I have seen her outside. 

What a Christmas present to know that she is well and enjoying life. 

Long may it last. 


Home & Garden services 


CLEANING SERVICES 


Domestic Bliss Cleaning Servives 
Call Leigh-Anne 07753 121064 


AQUACLEAN 

Carpets Upholstery Cleaning 

FROM £30 

Half price- for 2nd carpel * 3-piece from £43 
Est. 2009. Weekends Available and I nsured 
Call Jim on 07B1 Z8451 24 or D1207 233473 


PAINTING AND 
DECORATING 

Contact 


Alan Alderson 


Telephone: 

(Teesdale) 01333 640839 


C. READSHAW 
BUILDING & ROOFING 

* Brick/Block /Stone Work 

* Plastering & Pointing 

* Roofing & Guttering 
« Fencing & Decking 

FREE ESTIMATES 

T: 01388 526894 • M: 0782 617 9727 


High Etherley 
Decorators Ltd 

44 years' experience 

Specialists in the home 

Extra Care taken and a professional finish 

Tei: (01388)832608 
Mob: 0782 522 9040 


Let companies 
know you saw 
their advert here! 

/ C. HOPE S 
DECORATOR 

Interior & Exterior Painting 
Paper hanging Coving 

No job too small Free estimates 

L Tel: 0792 391 1091 > 


DANNY WOOD 
BUILDERS 

ALL aspects of building work 

* New builds 

* Extensions & garages 

* Conversions & renovations 

* Roofing A guttering 

* Joinery A kitchen fitting 

* Plastering & tiling 

■-Free estimate- 

01383 528288 / 07843 576546 


G Hogarth 
Building Services 

• Plastering & Pointing 

« Stonework & Block work 

* Dry Stone Walling • Paving 
Gardening Services also available 

For a free estimate, contact: 
Gary on Tel. 01388 517628 


K.J.Fletcher Handyman 

Contact; 

Kevin on Tel. 0788 0744 102 
E; kevinfletchernew@gmail.com 



M.C. HOGARTH 
PLASTERING SERVICES 

EST 08 

* All aspects of internal /external plastering 

* General build mg maintenance 

* Pointing; & gutlerm® 

* All roofing & Lead repairs 

* Genera] joinery & til ins: work 

Free estimates. 

Clean,, friendly and reliable service 

07824 617648 

mchogar th&bitf y ahoo .t o. uk 



Let coin parties 
know you saw 
their advert here! 



OVEN CLEANING, CARPET 
St UPHOLSTERY CLEANING, 
MOBILE VEHICLE VALETING, 
DRIVEWAY CLEANING 


Tel: 07859 051298 


Wolsingham Wl to host 

Open Archive Film Event 

Saturday 17th February, 
in Wolsingham Town Hall 
{Begin at 10am and last until 3pin) 

WOLSINGHAM Wl will hold an open event for mm- 
memberi and will screen archive film footage of the 
town during the LEfSOs/KIs and earlier. 

The films, which were found completely by 
chance, have been carefully edited show glimpses of 
the past: bubldings that no longer exist and pictures 
of paintings as well as people long gone. 

As there are four hours of footage, the members 
of the Wl will hold this open afternoon for people 
to come and go as they please and will provide 
refreshments for those who would like them. The 
event is open to everyone and is free entry. 

Wl member and Program.me Secretary, Marion 
Walker, helped to organise the event. A programme 
list of the films and their contents will be produced 
so that people who have a particular interest can 
drop in tD view although anyone is welcome to sit 
through the whole programme. 

All welcome. 


M.O.T. 

Barry Bowman, 

Boltsburn Garage, 

Rookhope 

FREE pick-up & delivery from 
your work or home in the Dale 

Open: 

Mon-Fri, 8am - 6.30pm 
Sat, 8am - 4pm 
By Appointment. 
Class IV - VII 

Tel: (01388) 517800 

(Conditions apply) 


(§)FAIRLE< 

Station Yard 

% Ea&tgate DL13 2LQ 

^ BUILDING SUPPLIES 

(01338) 517258 / 517613 


I Mon-Fri 8am-5pm ■ Saturday 8.30am^4pm ■ Sunday 1O am-4 pm I 


WE HAVE A CHOICE OF DELIVERY VEHICLE5 

Hiato/Tipper Lorry for Delivery of Dumpy Bags of Sand/Gravels/Soll, etc. 
Pallets of Blocks, Bricks, Cement, Drainage 
Also for Bulk Loads of Sands, Aggregates, Soil etc. 

SMALL PICK-UP TRUCK DELIVERIES AS BEFORE 


SUPPLIERS OF ALL BUILDING PRODUCTS 

AVAILABLE IN BULK LOADS 

Aggregates: Sand, Gravel, Cement, Bricks, Blocks, Pos terete, Concrete blocks, 
Reclaimed building stone, Paving, Decking, Fencing posts/Board s/Fan els, 
Plasterboards. insulation, Steel Supply & Steel Fabrication, Plumbing, Drainage, 
Timber, Decking, Tools, Agricultural Supplies, Motor Parts, Hardware, AND MORE! 


WELDING & FABRICATION * MECHANICAL ENGINEERING SERVICES 
MATERIALS FOR HORSE ARENAS • DELIVERY NO PROBLEM 
PLEASE GIVE US A CALL ON (01388) 517258 or 517613 


DELIVERY NO PROBLEM - Call 01388 517258 or 517613 
^^^^^^^maH^hristinefairless^hotmaiLcaul^^^^^^^ 
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Police Message 


DURHAM CONSTABULARY 
Set to recruit new police call handlers 


Police reveal drink and drug 
drive Christmas campaign results 

Police have revealed the results of a drink and 
drug drive crackdown across Cleveland and 
Durham. 

More than 4,0DQ drivers were breath-tested 
throughout December by the Cleveland and 
Durham Specialist Operations Unit (CCiOJ) 
during their annual Christmas drink and drug 
drive campaign. In total, 113 drivers we re arrested 
for drink-driving and 60 were arrested for drug 
driving. This compares to 116 drink-drivers and 57 
people who tested positive for drugs during the 
same campaign fast year. 

A number of operations to stop check vehicles 
were carried cut, both, in the morning and the 
evening, where drivers were asked to provide 
a voluntary breath test. Officers also targeted 
activities in areas known far drink-related 
collisions and drink or drug drive offenders. 

Chief Inspector Grahams Milne, of the CDSOU, 
said: "Drink-driving accounts for one in sis UK road 
deaths. This is a stark statistic which we hope will 
hit home with anyone who is even considering 
driving under the influence. 

""We contsnu e to warn people against the dangers 
of drink and drug driving but unfortunately, there 
is still a small but significant number of people 
who seem to think they can take risks with therr 
own lives,, and those of others by driving under 
the influence. It is completely unacceptable and 
extremely selfish to get behind the wheel under 
the influence. 

"Those drivers identified through our campaign 
will now face the result of their actions. The 
consequences of drink driving go much further 
than the sentence you are dealt. It will be difficult 
to find insurance on your car - and if you do it 
will be expensive. Not to mention the impact 
a criminal record may have on employment 
prospects. 

11 We will continue to carry out these operations 
year after year to Ensure that our roads are as 
safe as they possibly can be." 

Both Cleveland and Durham Special 
Co nstabula ries assisted th raughout th e campaign. 


00 you have what it takes to make critical decisions 
in emergency situations? 

Think you could he the reassuring voice at the end of 
the phone for people during their hour of need? Want 
a career at the frontline of policing? One which will 
challenge you, excite you and where no two days are 
the same? 

Durham Constabulary are recruiting new police call 
handlers to work in the Force Control Room answering 
both 999 and 101 calls. A.puii cations a re open no w a nd 
close on Tuesday, January 30. If a sufficient number of 
applications are received prior to the closing date the 
advert will be closed. 

following a paper sift, successful candidates will be 
provided with a detailed information pack. This will 
include guidance on the assessment centre process and 
interview skills and techniques. 

Assessment centres will be held between February 
12 and March 2, followed by interviews which will take 
place week commencing March 5. 

Chief Constable Mike Barton said: "Our police call 
handlers are at the very heart of Durham Constabulary 
-they are the first point of contact for people In their 
hour of need, and deal with some of the most harrowing 
and distressing situations people will ever face in their 
lifetimes. 

"To he a police call handler you need to be confident, 
hard-working and have a real desire to make a difference 
to people's lives. You'll also need to be able to think 
on your feet in a fast-moving and high pressured 
environment, and wifi have the ability to remain 
calm and composed when making critical decisions 
in emergency situations. The role is challenging, but 
extremely rewarding. 

If you think you've got what it takes to become 
a police call handler at one of the country's best 
performing police forces, we want to hear from you." 

Ron Hogg. Police, Crime and Victims' Commissioner 
for County Durham and Darlington, said: "This is a. really 
important role. Police call handlers are the first voice 
from the Constabulary that many people speak to. It's a 
rewarding role and I encourage people to apply." 

To apply, visit www.durham.poliiM.uk/jiQiri-iJ5 


Honours for Beamish volunteers 


A PENSIONER who has painstakingly built a steam locomotive from scratch has received County Durham's 
highest honour. 

David Young has devoted more than 6,000 hours to recreating the working replica of a 19th Century 
narrow gauge engine based on a single surviving photograph of the original locomotive, known as Sam¬ 
son. The engine is now on display at Beamish, The living Museum of the North, where It was built over a 
period of three years by SQ-year-old David from Fatfield, Washington. 

Building Samson was part of David's contribution to society after recovering from a blood disease which 
required a liver transplant in 2001. Now the Chairman of Durham County Council, Cl It Blit KelletL, has 
recognised David's dedication to preserving the past by awarding him the Chairman's Medal. He has also 
honoured the thousands of people past and present who have given up their spare time to vofunteer at 
Beamish Museum since its launch in 1970s with a separate award. 

Cllr Kclicet said: "David's reconstruction of an 1874 steam locomotive is a marvel of engineering exper¬ 
tise, especially given that he drew up his own plans and only had one original photograph from which to 
work. A fantastic achievement indeed - it would be very difficult in this day and age to find anyone else 
with his ability and technical expertise. 

"The museum's volunteers have built Beamish up into the amazing, world renowned attraction it has 
now become. I am welt aware of the very large number who have contributed their time, knowledge and 
enthusiasm over the years." 

Richard Evans, director of Beamish, said: "This award is a fantastic tribute to all our volunteers who 
make it possible for Beamish to continue to prosper. We are so proud of the recognition and; grateful for 
everything they do. 

"Beamish is supported by more than 500 active volunteers working in a wide range of roles right across 
the museum, from managing our collections behind the scenes to baking in our pit cottages. Volun¬ 
teers work closely alongside our 430 staff - bringing the region's past alive for all our visitors. We simply 
couldn't do what we do without their help. 

"The special award for David is particularly worthy of note. From an old photograph of a narrow gauge 
locomotive called 'Samson' that once worked In Weardule but was scrapped many years ago, David has 
single-handedly made a beautiful working replica. 

"This took many thousands of hours - a real labour of love - creating the drawings by hand from the 
original photograph and then constructing every single part of the engine. Samson now has pride of 
place In our colliery at Beamish - a working tribute to David's incredible skill and passion for North East 
engineering." 



Former retail worker turned teacher 
encourages others to set their sights 
on the classroom 

Package of support in place for New Year career changers tempted by teaching 


With the nation poised lo head back to work after 
the festive break, new figures released today show 
January continues to be a popular month for people 
in the North East looking to switch into teaching as a 
career. 

Exp ression s of in terest from ca reer c hangers 
in the North East spiked in January 2017 with 406 
registrants, according to figures from the Get Into 
Teach i ng campa ign. 

Ashley Kell, a Design and Technology teacher 
from Shotton Hall Academy in County Durham, took 
the decision to leave her career in retail in 2015 to go 
in search of a more rewarding career. Ashley is now 
supporting the national Get Into Teaching campaign, 
by recommending other people in the Durham area 
to consider making the switch. 

With over half a million (520,093) users, last 
January was also the month when most traffic was 
recorded on the Get Into Teaching website - where 

prospective candidates can find out more about teaching as a career and access support 
all the way through the application process. Analysis of these visitors supports the trend 
for New Year resolutions to be focused on career ambitions: the largest group came from 
people aged 25 to 34 and those already in full time employment. 

Ashley, a Design and Technology teacher and local Get Into Teaching advocate 

said: 

"l r d always been intrigued by teaching and imagined it to be a very rewarding career After 
seven years in the retail sector working my way from a sales assistant to a visual associate, 
I was quite bored of going to work to do the same thing every day and needed something 
which would excite me and give something back. Plus, I wanted to use my degree and felt 
I wasn't doing this in that role. The idea of switching my profession was nerve-wracking, 
but it felt the right thing to do. I did my research, applied for the training, and haven' 1 ! 
looked back since. 

"Teaching at my school in Durham really makes me proud and brings daily 
rewards. For example, I now have my own year 7 set group who I see every morning and 
greet me with a smile. I know I'll be their tutor from now until year 11 and can already see 
the change In their demeanour since starting this big, scary school. From being anxious 
to now being quite content in secondary school, being able to offer answers in lesson and 
volunteer for a task is lovely to see. I definitely made the right decision to change my 
career and would advise any other professionals who might be considering it to take the 
time to think about teaching this new year" 

March last year was also a peak month for career changers contemplating 
teaching in the North East - with 487 people working in other fields registering their 
interest, out of a total poof of 845. 

Get Into Teaching is offering a package of support to help bridgethe gap between 
candidates in Durham considering teaching as one of their resolutions, and actually 
registering their interest and applying. This includes a series of events, opportunities to 
get some classroom experience and tailored advice from teaching experts to help people 
through the application process. 

Roger Pope, spokesperson for the Get Into Teaching campaign and Chair of the 
National College for Teaching and Leadership, says: 

"Many of us will be making resolutions for 2018 - in fact we know from YouGov data that 
15% of us will make one of those goals related to a career ambition. We also know that 
people take time over the Christmas holidays to think about what their day job means to 
them, and what they might be more motivated to do. That's where teaching comes into 
its own - whether you're driven by the rational or emotional, teaching really is unique. 
Everyday you have the chance to change someone's life. It's such a meaningful role where 
you can go home at the end of every day feeling proud of what you've achieved. 

"We know some career changers in Durham take the plunge in January by 
deciding to take their skills into the classroom, whilst others might mull over on this 
important decision a little longer. Ifs why we are running a series of events throughout 
the Spring term where people can find out about life in the classroom, the progression 
opportunities, competitive salaries and bursaries to help financially whilst you train. 
Anyone contemplating teaching should visit the Get Into Teaching website to find out 
more and register their interest/ 

To support the latest generation of New Year career changers, a series of online 
and Train to Teach roadshow events are starting this month. On Wednesday 7 February, 
4.30 - 8pm, there will be a Train to Teach roadshow event at Jurys Inn Middlesbrough, Fry 
Street, Middlesbrough, TS1 1JH. There will also be a Train to Teach event on 24 February, 
lpm - 5pm, at Newcastle University, Great North Museum, Hancock, Barras Bridge, NE2 
4PT. 

Monday 15 January 6.30pm - 7.30pm: Change career to teaching 
Monday 29th January 6.30pm -7.30pm: Gaining school experience 

Career changers could get a £26,000 tax-free bursary to train as a teacher in key 
subjects including science, computing, geography and languages. This year candidates 
could get £30,000 to train to teach maths - a £20,000 tax-free bursary while training 
as a teacher and a further £10,000 after tax once in teaching. Alternatively, prestigious 
scholarships of up to £28,000 are available in priority subjects for graduates with a 2:1 or 
above who are passionate about their subject and have the potential to be teachers. 

Applications to start teacher training in September 2018 are now open. For 
tailored advice and information about a career in teaching visit: https://getintoteachEng. 
educatlon.gov.uk or call the Get Into Teaching line on 0800 389 2500. 

To find out more about the series of online and face-to-face events, visit: 
https://getintoteac bing.e ducati o n .gov, uk/teachi rig-events 



Ashley Kell 
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W.L MEETINGS 


Sat ley Wl 

On 8th January,, our President Linda Horn 
began our meeting by wishing everyone 
a Happy New Year. The minutes of the last 
meeting were read and accepted and any 
matters arising were discussed. 

Later th is mo nth we wi 11 be holding our p ost- 
Christmas lunch at The Punchbowl in Satley 
and members were asked to choose their 
courses so that meals could be pre ordered. 
Linda provided everyone with a copy of the 
programme for 2018 so that members could 
plan ahead and star! thinking about their 
competition entries. 

We are hoping to send 4 members to the 
Annual Council Meeting in April as we are 
going to be presented with a certificate 
marking our 70th anniversary. 

We then welcomed our Speaker Bernadette 
Hunt who delivered a fascinating talk on 
how our writing , and drawing „ can illustrate 
our personality traits. Even though we are a 
small group it was noticeable that so many 
different characteristics were identified 
just from writing a short paragraph and by 
drawing a simple picture of stars and waves. 
Bernadette spent some time with our ladies 
individually fora more detailed analysis. Pat 
Gibson delivered our vote of thanks . 

We then had tea and biscuits which were 
provided by Avril Carpenter and Ann 
Darlington. The raffle was won by Carolyn 
Marston, 

Our monthly competition winners were as 
fallows: 

* A religious Christmas card was won by 
Avril Carpenter r 2nd Jean Portwood and 3rd 
Kathleen Snowden. 

* A homemade card was won by Kathleen 
5nowden, Joint 2nd Christine Wilson and 
Avril Carpenter and 3rd Linda Horn. 

* A Santa card was won by Jloan Smith, 2nd 
Pat Gibson and 3rd Linda Horn. 

Our next meeting will be held in Satiey Parish 
Halt on the 12th February at 7.15pm. Our 
speakers are from Durham County Council 
who will be talking about what happens to 
our recycled rubbish and how we can reduce 
our normal rubbish.This is a topical item at 
present following China's recent change of 
stance. Please feel free to come and join us. 


Wifton-le-Wear Wl 

By Marilyn Gordon 

WE began our meeting in the traditional way 
with the singing of Jerusalem. 

As this was our party night, business was 
kept to a minimum so that we could move on 
to the main part of the evening: a delicious 
supper of ham, potatoes & cauliflower 
cheese, followed by a range of deserts while 
completinga couple of table quizzesprovided 
by Mrs Cooper. 

Some of our members will take part in 
the march through Bishop Auckland on 
3rd February to celebrate the suffragette 
movement and we are planning a theatre 
trip. 

West month's meeting witli be a talk on 
handcrafted glass, followed in March by our 
birthday celebration. 


LOCAL BOOKS 


The following books are available at 
Weardale Gazette shop, 

6 Market place, Stanhope 

* A Hundred Years. On |£Sj 
by ^tin Peedman/Sorah Allen 

■ Archeology/Architecture of Weardale 
f£9.9"5} by Carotins Hardie/Nia)l Hammond 

■ Betty Pod kins Creek Exhibition j£2) 
by William M Egglestons 

• Betty Bodkins Flower Shew (£2] 
by William M Egglestons 

■ Burning the Blue Winged Beys 
by Chris Powell 

* Contuences (£2) 
by Pru Kitebing/Chris Powell 

• Crossing the Water j£9.9Uj 
by Ian Wilkinson 


Westgate Wl 

OUR January meeting was poorly attended 
due to icy conditions and illness. We did 
manage to have a cheerful gathering 
nevertheless. 

We have a new president, Denese 
Catrwright; same secretary and treasurer. 
Our programme is printed and ready to hand 
out. We hope to have more outings, too. 

The speaker for the evening was 
Beatrice Goldsmith, a podiatrist, she gave 
a realty good tafk on the care of feet, with 
photos, a quiz, etc. 

Our next meeting will be on 
Monday 12th February at 7pm in Westgate 
Village Haft. The speaker for the evening will 
be Noreen Gormley, with a demonstration 
of items made from seaglass. Anyone 
interested is welcome to join us as a guest for 
the evening. New members most welcome. 
Our Wl needs you! 


Hamsterley Wl 

By Hilary Jenkins 

THE President, Pat Welch 

welcomed 24 members and one 
visitor to the December meeting. 

Matters arising, it was agreed that we 
should have Mr Henderson back to talk again 
after his very interesting talk 
on Roman Medicines. A visit to 

Binchester is also to be arranged 
for in the better weather The Quiz 

teams were reminded of the date and 
time of the event, 7 pm on 26/2/13, 

The March meeting is Members - night 
and it is to take the form of a 'Gardeners 
Question Time’, 

The competition is to be a house plant. 
An Afternoon teas held in the summer 
was decided upon with a 'Produce 
stall' with plants, cakes and crafts for 
sale. The date to be finalised at the 
February meeting. The Photographic 
competition was mentioned and forms, 
etc, from Ann Richards and Sue Davies, 
more discussion will be required. 

The 'Bluebell Walk' was read out 
and names to be taken in February. 

Last year a team had a very enjoyable 
evening on th e Car tre a su re hunt, so hopefully 
we will have a team to enter this year. Our 
Presid ent remin ded m embe rs to be aware of 
lonely people i n and a round thei rcommun ity, 
to invite them to meetings and let them 
know of activities which may interest them. 
The Speaker was Claire Turnbull, a 
Safer Cyber Coord in ato r from Cheste r 
le Street Police Office. The subject was 
'Being Safe in a Digital World'. Claire works 
with Business people. Groups, Schools 
and the Public. The points she made were 
very instructive and I am sure everybody 
gleaned some knowledge which would be 
of help to them. The information dealt with 
being safe when using the internet and 
SociaE media. She encouraged us to always 
install updates, use strong passwords, to 
avoid scams and be very careful what we 
put on line. All hackers are very clever and 
can get at our information in ways we 
are not aware of and do not understand, 
therefore be ultra careful at all times. 

Sue Davies gave the Vote of Thanks, 
Ann Richards won the raffle. The 
competition for a chocolate cake, 1st. Judith 
Duffy, 2nd. Ann Richards, 3rd. Sue Davies. 
Next Meeting February 13th 2018 at 
1.30pm. Topic Homemade jewelry. 
Visitors always welcome. 


Wolsingham Wl 

January report and programme 
By Dorothy Clarkson 

MEMBERS of Wolsingham Wl held their 
first meeting in their centenary year of 
2018 on January 3. 

The guest speaker was Gary Lintern, a 
locally based professional photographer 
and film maker. His theme for his talk was 
the glory of the night sky in Weardale, 
illustrated with stunning photographs of 
stars in our Milky Way galaxy, featuring the 
atmospheric local landscapes familiar to 
many. It provided inspiration for people to 
look more frequently and carefully at the 
dark sky above us. 

The new programme for 2018 covers an 
eclectic mix of topics to entertain, amuse 
and interest all ages and tastes. In addition 
to the usual monthly meeting, which takes 
place on the first Wednesday of each 
month at 7.00 pm in Woisingtiam Town 
Hall (non-members are always welcome on 
payment of a small visitor fee], other open 
activities are also scheduled: 

The first major event of this special year 
for Wolsingham Wl will be the Gala Dinner 
on 20 January at Wolsingham Senior School 
being held to celebrate the first 100 years 
of W I activity in the town. On Saturday, 
17 February, there will be a special open 
event at the Town Hall showing a running 
programme from a collection of historic 
films of Wolsingham, The event will take 
place from 10.00 am to 3.00 pm, featuring 
themes of local life from schooldays to 
holidays, church events to participation 
in national celebrations. Nearer the day, 
the Wl hopes to publish a guide to the 
timing of these themes and people are 
encouraged to drop in and out according to 
their interest. The challenge will be to see 
how many times you can spot yourself or 
family members in these historic recordsl 
In addition to the monthly meetings with 
guest speakers, regular outings to places 
of interest are also planned, ranging from 
seaside to gardens and ice cream factories 
and physical activities such as archery, 
steel band workshop and Argentinian 
tan go. If you wo uld I ike to- be a part of the 
Wolsingham W I, one of the oldest in the 
country, come along to the next meeting 
on 7 February at 7.GO pm, or contact the 
secretary Jeanette Allinson on 07855 
040490. 

WOLSINGHAM W,l. PROGRAMME 2018 

7 Feb. Docs, Drugs and Rock 'n Roll 
Janet Price 

7 Mar. The Tenko Women 
Glenys Grainger 
4 April Restorative Justice 
Carmen Ward 

2 May Willow Work 

Victoria Connor 
23. May Make-up Master Ctass 
Johanne Amort 

This is a group meeting with other 
Weardale WEs and will be held at 
St Anne’s Centre, 7pm 

6 June Midsummer Night's Dream 

Theatre Group 

4 July High Sheriff 

- Is it a Man's World? 

Caroline Peacock 

August Outing 

5 Sept Personal Safety 

- Women Alone (TBC) 

3 Oct. AGM 

7 N o v. The H i story of Handbags 

Susan Howard 
5 Dec. Christmas Party 


* Dotheboys and Beyond 
by Alan Wilkinson 

* Flouspar North Pennines (£4] 
by Friends of Killhope 

* History of Wolsingham Grammar 
School by Anita AfJonson 

* Hopes and Heroes. FA Cup [E2) 
by Pru Kitchinq/Cbris Powell 


* Prisoners of the North (£5j 
by John Putt ley 

* Walking in Wea rd-ak- (£9.59 j 
by Keven Shsvsls 

* Writing and walking (£4.95} 
by Graeme C. Holloway 

* The Disappearing Bread Ovens of Weardale (£12.99) 

by Christine Ruskin ...And Morel Call I in! 


DOCTORS TEL. NOs 


Crook..... 01388 762945 

Stanhope ..,,.01388 528355 

St Joh n's Chapel... 01388 5 37 296 

Tow Law 01338 730251 

Wfliington.. 01388 742500 

Wolsingham 01388 537296 


DEFIBRILLATOR 
WEARDALE LOCATIONS 


There are IB public access defibrillators in 
Weardale. The portable defib machines can re¬ 
start the heart in an emergency. The defibs can 
be used by any member of the public at any 
time. The machine gives full instructions anrf 
the user will also be guided through the process 
by the ambulance call handler. The public can 
gain access to the green cabinet (which hold the 
defibs] by calling 999 and they will be given an 
access code. Defi bril lators can Lee p a parent alive 
while waiting for the all-impartant ambulance. 

Weardale's d efi bs can be found in green cabinets 
on the wal ls of the following locations: 

COwshiH Village Hall, DLL3 IDA 
Daddry Shield, The institute, DLI3 1NW 
Eastgate The Cross Keys, DLL3 2HW 
Frosterley Village Hall, DL13 2Q.W 
Hilt End Telephone Box, DLL3 25X 
Ireshopeburn The Village Hall, DL13 1ER 
Rookhope Working Men's Club, DL13 2AQ. 
Stanhope Weardale Motors Garage, DO3 2YQ 
Stanhope Chemist, DL13 2TZ 
Stanhope, Crawleyside, DL13 2EN 
Stanhope The Grey Bull, DO3 2PE 
St, John's Chapel Doctor's Surgery, DL13 LQW 
Weartiead Village Hall, DL13 1DY 
Westgate Village Hall, 003 IRK 
Witton-le-Wear Red telephone box, DL14 DAS 
Wolsingham Community School, DL13 3DN 
Wolsingham Robson's Motor Homes, DL13 3HU 
Wolsingham Town Hall, DLL3 3AF 
Wolsingham Tunstall Reservoir DL13 3LX 



- lusted in date order - 


* North umber land County Show 

Monday 28 May 

Webs i re. j www.nortbicountyshow.co. uk 

* Staley Show 

Saturday 11 August (TBC] 

Website: www.slaleysfiaw.org.uk 

* Weardale Show, St, John’s Chapel 
Saturday 25 August 

Interested in a stall? Contact: 

Mrs Anna Nelson. Tel: 01388 537215 
Websi te: www.weardal e-show.co.uk 
■ Reeth Show 
Monday 27 August 
Website: www. reet hshow.co .uk 

* Wolsingham Show 
Saturday 1 - Sunday 2 September 
Website: www.walsinghamshow.co.uk 

* Stanhope Show 
Saturday 8 - Sunday 9 September 
LVefisjfe: www.stanfiopeshow.uom 

* Eggleston Show 
Saturday IS September 
Website: 'www.egglestanshow.co.uk 

* Greet Yorkshire Show 
Tuesday 10-Thursday 12 July 
Website: www.greatyDrk5hir-eshow.ca.uk 

* The Royal Highland Show, E'bro 

Thursday 21 - Sunday 24 June 
Website: www.royalhighlandshow.org 


Local Markets 


Crook Tuesday morning. 

Tel: 07807 657 304 

Web page: www. noble s-pro m otions.co.uk 

Stanhope Farmers Market 3rd SaL Of Ihe month 

Contact: TBC 

Bishop Auck land Market 

■Date Sc time: TBC 

Contact: TBC 

Bishop Auckland Ni s htime Market 
Date a time: TBC 
Contact: TBC 
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The WiJdfife Trusts' 
initial response to the 
25 Year Environment Plan 

THERESA May's recent speech on the 
environment shows that,, at lasl r a 
Government is seeing how much the 
environment means to the people of the UK, 
not least young people. 

Both the speech and the plan contain 
some very encouraging words and ambitions 
for land and sea but The Wildlife Trusts 
believe that the lack of legal underpinning 
is a fundamental flaw. In addition, it is 
vital that the Prime Minister fulfils her 
intention to ensure there is no weakening of 
environmental standardsas we leave the EU's 
world leading environmental legal system. It 
is heartening that the Conservative party are 
sayi ng t h ey a re b ackin g nature's recovery an d 
our reconnection with it. However, we must 
have cross-party support and legislation if 
this plan is going to be implemented over 
the next 25 years: we must guard against 
a change of mood in a few weeks, months, 
or years if these promises are to become a 
reality. 

The Wildlife Trusts Chief Executive,, 
Stephanie Hilborne OBE r says: 

It is clearly ridiculous to rely on political 
promises and the voluntary principle when 
it comes to securing a future for our most 
precious wild places. EqualFy, we cannot 
continue to bus children miles across the 
countryside to have an inspiring experience 
with nature - it needs to be part of their 
everyday lives no matter where they 
live. There mu st be a n a m bitio us E nviron ment 
Act in, the next Queen's Speech. Without 
real Government leadership our wildlife and 
wild places will continue to decline and with 
it our mental health as even more people 
become isolated from the benefits of day to 
day contact with nature. 

"It's good to hear that this new plan is, 
in theory, meant to work across Government 
departments. In practice though, there 
is no commitment from the Ministry of 
Housing that planning permissions will 
be granted only if there is high quality 
green infrastructure included, or from the 
Department of Health to implement green 
prescribing across the nation, 

"We welcome the commitment to the 
principle that new development should 
result in net environmental gain. Our new 
blueprint for nature-friendly housing, 
published today, shows how this can be 
done. The challenge now is implementing 
this through the planning system, working 
with local authorities and house builders 


to integrate wildlife into all new housing 
developments. Government ihas a critical 
role to enable this. 

"There is evidence from our research with 
Wildlife Trust volunteers that being close to 
and active in nature can significantly benefit 
mental health in as little as 6 weeks. There 
is a mention of nature: "the Personalised 
Care Group in NH5 England will explore how 
its own universal model supports people 
who would benefit from community and 
environmental programmes, 11 ' But this fails 
far short of a nationwide NHS-led green 
prescription programme that would have 
been a great addition to this plan and a way 
to drive the creation of new natural areas 
close to where people live. 

"Protecting, restoring and reconnecting 
the places that wildlife needs to survive and 
thrive is crucial. The plan will ensure broader 
landscapes are transformed by connecting 
habitats into larger corridors for wild fife, 
as recommended by Sir John Lawton in his 
official review. We welcome this support 
for a Nature Recovery Network, landscape- 
scale conservation and for nature-friendly 
farming. We've been calling for this for years 

- but we must ensure that we don't overlook 
the areas where most people live. Access 
to nature and inspiring wildlife experiences 
should a normal feature of everyday fife, 
especially in towns and cities." 

The Wildlife Trusts' Senior Policy Manager 
Ellie Brodie says: "lt J s good news that the 
Government has committed to bringing in 
a new environmental land management 
scheme when we leave the EU. The 
Wildlife Trusts have been calling for years 
for a system to be based on rewarding 
farmers for the public benefits that they 
provide to society, and we're delighted 
that these public benefits will primarily be 
environmental enhancements. Qn the other 
hand, it’s a shame that the commitments on 
phasing out peat in horticulture are simply a 
re-statement of those made in 2011 which 
we've seen very little progress on. Waiting 
until 2020 to see if a halt in the use of peat 
happens voluntarily on the part of amateur 
gardeners and professional growers is 
wishful thinking at best." 

The Wildlife Trust would also have liked to 
see mote about how the plan can be further 
designed and implemented at a local level 

- it will need to be enabled, guided and co¬ 
ordinated through local Nature Recovery 
Plans, to maximise the benefits. It will need 
substantial investment from government, 
business and across society - and Et will need 
to be given the support of the law. 


CROSSWORD 


Com piled by Jean Johnson 
CLUES ACROSS 

L Irregular harsons resulting in people being hurt |10| 
£ Brutally murder National winner (4,3). 

? Destroy posse for money (5). 

■S Li i rl discovered in Brae mar shambles (6). 

10 Official range? (4|. 

LI Seems OK. on secluded comer (4). 

L4 Step to find fcSchen equipment (4|. 
lb early manuscript has spacing units (4|. 

16 Follow a daughter during demonstration (6). 

If River burst beyond head of tide (5). 

IS Portable shelter has an occupant (&}. 

20 Do as you're told! Become a pnest!(4,B). 

CLUES DOWN 

1 Prompt line-up, I hea r (3) 

2 Run out of gear In a flash (6|. 

4 Approaching ruins of St Malo (6). 

4 Work In that formal wear (4,4). 

4 Heads hom throw Into shade (3|. 

6 Resina I find the most inclement (2). 

3 Take two photos yet end up with just one (3). 

4 fonearms lifting houseplant (a). 

12 Fly to set twice, oddly |6|. 

14 Pound and coat for cooking (6). 

14 Soft leopard makes sudden attack(6). 

Li Heir falls over short numbers (3). 



23th November solutions: 

Across: 

L kiu. a CSMll 1 n.-.vi 9 SfcUl lb SCC 
Li O.it H AuL ISSar- Je ferine L7Sira 
LJAiifirfl JO mirta 

Down: 

L Km 1 Vbito a UMncsearch S havUMt « Dscktis 
S SidCAii^ 9 Elcxky iw 12 Cvar$t L3 a.-tiu- 
Lt Ai'ffiUl A AhW 




Gala gallery space opens first exhibition 


A NEW gallery space within Durham's Gala Theatre is now open to the public. 

Followingon from a number of temporary exhibitions in 2017, the former TIC space at the 
theatre has bee n tra nsfo rimed i nto a gal lery set to s howcase mode rn and contem porary art by 
local, regional, national and international artists. The first exhibition, which features the work 
of children from primary schools, nursery schools and childcare providers across the east of 
the co unty, was lau nched on Thu rsday, 11 Janu a ry and will ru n u ntll the end of the month. 

An exhibition featuring the work of French painter, sculptor and designer Henri Mattise 
will then open on Saturday, 17 February. Matisse —Drawing with Scissors, a Hayward Touring 
Exhibition, features 35 posthumous prints of the iconic cut-outs produced by the artist in the 
last four years of his life. 

Lucy Jenkins, visual arts manager at Durham County Council, said: "We are delighted the 
Gala gallery has now opened and it is fitting that the first exhibition features the work of 
young people from our county. It was great to see so many people enjoying the space on 
its launch night and we are confident that the upcoming programme will attract many more 
visitors to the venue." 

The early years project currently in the gallery space is the culmination of a project titled 
'Get into the Light' which was inspired by Durham County Council's campaign to shine a light 
on all that's great about the county. Pupils from eight schools and settings were involved in 
the project, spending time at Easington Barn, an arts and education centre set in 30 acres of 
wildfiower meadows close to Hawthorn Dene. 

Cflr Oiwyn Gunn, Cabinet member for children and young people, said: ■"This is a stunning 
exhibition of the amazing work that young children can enjoy and accomplish. Congratulations 
to our young artists, scientists, potters and naturalists. They shine and have made our county 
shine." 

The gallery is open: 

Between 10am and 6,30pm Monday to Saturday, and 
Between 2,30pm and B.30pm on Sunday. 

All exhibitions are free. 


. -Dalefolk Remembered- 

EDWARD ROWELL 

- ST JOHN'S CHAPEL- 


THE Gazette was unfortunately not obte lo 
attend the funeral of Upper Dole stalwart, 
Edward Howell and although this obituary, 
written by Edward's nephew, Andrew Coufthord, 
is late, we are only too happy to pubJisfi it. 

Edward ftowell did so much for 
Wear dale, it Is Important his contribution Is 
recorded for posterity. We are very grateful to 
Andrew for taking the time to write it and have 
Edward's life recorded as It should be. 

'On October 27 2017 my uncle, Edward 
Rowell, long time resident of St John's Chapel, 
passed away at the age of £4. 

E wanted to write to the Gazette as l felt 
E needed to thank my uncle publicly For all 
his support and dedication to several key 
community and statutory groups that he 
volunteered for during his life. 

i am the Area Action Partnership Coordinator 
for Mid Durham and through my job I am 
privileged to meet a number of people who 
volunteer on a regular basis to keep numerous 
groups, services and activities for all ages 
'ticking over' - my uncle was one of these. 

He was, for many years involved in 5t John's 
Chapel Football Club and after hanging up bis 
boots after playing for them for several years 
he moved onto the unglamorous, but essential 
tasks of marking out the pitch, setting up for 
home games and ferrying players to away 
games.. I remember fondly accompanying him 
on numerous occasions to watch them play 
both home and away and having to retrieve the 
football as it was kicked over the stone wall and 
onto the road beyond (risky business dodging 
those cars). 

He was also involved for many years with the 
organisation committee of the annual St John's 
Chapel Agricultural Show, and was often to be 
found either on the ticket kiosk or working in 
the beer tent (probabry the busier of the show 
tents). ] can remem be r watchl ng Big Daddy a nd 
Giant Haystacks with him as well as the motor 
cross bike races and then going back to the 
shows on the night to spend my pennies. 

After retiring from Wear Valley District Council 
he went to work and volunteer at the Klllhope 
Mining Museum where he was an extra on a 
Catherine Cookson series which I can vaguely 
remem ber seei ng him I n a flat cap a nd working 
gear. He enjoyed his time up there In the wilds 
of Weardale and we would often go up and see 
him and he would help my nephews to pan for 
minerals and show them the spar and mine. 

In his latter years he helped support the 



Edward Rowell and grandson, Gabe 


redevelopment of St John's Chapel Village hall, 
volunteering as part of a rota to open and dose 
the building. We often popped up to see him 
in the early days of the film club, bringing my 
nep hews a nd d a ughter to watch th e fam ily film 
and have popcorn and drinks. 

These were great times for me growing up 
and even better seeing my family benefiting 
from activities that my unde helped to make 
happen. I know these things did not just 
happen because of him and that there are 
others Involved, but if it wasn't for people like 
my Uncle Edward then a lot of the services 
and activities, that a lot of us take for granted, 
would not take place. 

l write this so that the residents of Weardale 
can see what my Uncle Edward was involved in 
and know that l was extremely proud to have 
known him. 1 

Edward Rowell was Indeed a stalwart of 
the upper Dale, a place he loved and worked 
hard to improve. His contribution, thanks to 
his nephew, will never he forgotten. Edward 
is sorely missed by many people, not least his 
family and friends. 
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COfiftfe On? 


January's Cinema Films 
showing in 

The Upper Weardale Hall, 

St Johns Chapel 

The Nut Job 2 

Friday 19 January, 6pm 

Cert U /’Runtime Ihr 31 mins 
Animation movie 
Directed by Cal Brunker. 

The film stars Jeff Dunham, Joe Pingue, 
Sebastian Maniscalco, Rob Tinkler. 

Surty (Will Arnett) the squirrel and his animal 
friends spring, into action when the evil 
mayor (Bobby Moynihan} of Oakton plans to 
bulldoze the park that they live in. 

The Hitman's Bodyguard 

Friday 19 January, 6pm 

Cert U / Runtime ihr 31 mi ns 
Animation movie 
Directed by Cal Brunker. 

The film stars Jeff Dunham, Joe Pingue, 
Sebastian Maniscalco, Rob Tinkler. 

Surly (Will Arnett) the squirrel and his animal 
friends spring into action when the evil 
mayor (Bobby Moynihan) of Oakton plans to 


Yoga Classes 

- at Wolsingham - 

Every Monday, between 10am - 11am 
St Anne's Centre, Wolsingham 

For more information, contact Anne on 
01207 549667 or simpfy go along any 
Monday morning. 


Ballroom dancing 
+ Tap Dancing 

- at Wolsingham - 

St Anne's Centre, Wolsingham 
Every Friday between 6.30—7.30pm 

(Imm ediately fol lowed 
by an hour of tap dancing) 

THE popularity of shows such as Strictly 
Come Dancing has sparked interest in 
ballroom dancing and now you can learn 
this art in the Dale. 

The Susan Dawson School of Dance holds 
weekly ballroom dancing classes every 
Friday evening between 6:30-7:30pm and 
is immediately followed by an hour of tap 
dancing. Members can choose to take part 
in one or both. 

For further information, contact Susan on 
07500 66S 057 or find them on Facebook. 


The Power of Words 
(Holocaust Memorial Day) 

at Durham Dales Centre 
Saturday 27th January, 2.30pm to 4pm 

A writing workshop 
with poet and performer, Tony Gadd. 
Open to anyone. 

Tony will encourage participants to use 
their life experiences to create positive 
and uplifting pieces of work. 

The workshop will be followed by 
an event in the Dales Centre Kitchen 

4pm to 5pm 

which will be delivered by 

Three North East Performance 
Poets and Spoken Word artists, 

Tony Gadd, Aiden Clark and Diane 
Cockburn, as well as being open to those 
who took part in the writing worikshop. 

Both events are free of charge. 


It’s Panto again 

at St John's Chapel 

Friday 26 & Saturday 27 January, 7:30pm 

THE Phoenix Players have had an eventful 
few months planning and rehearsing the 
annual pantomime. 

Tina Raynor, whose 3ate father, Walter, 
was a vital part of the Players, is the producer 
of the panto, which will be performed in the 
Upper Weardale Town Hall in St John's Chapel 
at the end of this month, has had some 
problems to overcome this year. Rehearsals 
have already seen three Pantomime Princes 
and several fairies come and go but all is 
well now and the scene is almost set for a 
hilarious night out. 

Sleeping Beauty will feature of a cast of 
Weardalians from the upper Dale, all eager 
to entertain with a local-themed story-line. It 
will be performed over two nights — January 
26 and 27 at 7:30pm. 

Tickets available from Tina, any cast 
member or on the door priced at £3.50 for 
adults and £2.50 children. Please go along 
and support it. 


Wolsingham WI to host 


Crazy Fun Club, Billy Row 

Every Monday between 5pm - 7 pm 
Billy Row Community Centre, Stanley Way 
A weekly group for young people 

WHILE many youth clubs around the area have 
closed down, the BEEly Row group continues to 
exist. 

Youngsters can enjoy playing on the X-Box, Play 
5tation, air hockey, pool table, Wii and so much 
more. It costs just £3 for the two hours and there 
are also refreshments on offer. 

Harold WUsher and his wife, Lucy, run the 
club and are appealing for more members to go 
along and enjoy social time with their peers. All 
welcome. 


Rhythm not blues 

(Every Monday, 2pm, at the Community 
Association in Chester-le-Street) 

A GROUP of friendly volunteers will welcome 
all, including those with memory problems, 
or perhaps feeling isolated or with long term 
illnesses, together with family and/ or carers, to 
enjoy an hour of singing and fun. Cafe opens for 
tea and coffee: 2.30pm to 3.30pm singing, perhaps 
a dance and a lot of laughter Sessions are £2 per 
person. By Peter Morgan 


Quilting Group 

at Eastgate Village hali 

(Eve ry Tue sday, 12:30pm — 3:30 pm) 

A TRADITIONAL Weardale Quitting class is 

open to all. For more information contact 
Elsie Walton on 013SS 517244. 


New Sewing Group 

at Eastgate Village Hall 
(meet every Monday evening at 6.30pm— 
9pm) 

A NEW sewing group has been established 
which meets in Eastgate Village Hall. 

'Sew Together - Sew Wot r is open to all 
ages - male and female. 

For more information contact Ann Gibbins 
on either 013SB 517249 or 07766 S3606D. 


Westgate Village Kali events 

• Carpet bowls: Mondays, 7.30pm-9pm 

• Busy Fingers: Wednesdays, 1.30-4pm 

(fortnightly) 

• Yoga: Thursdays, 10am - 11am 

• Community Pop in for Coffee 

Last Thursday of the month, 2pm - 4pm 


Open Archive Film Event 

Saturday 17th February, 
in Wolsingham Town Hall 
(Begin at 10am and last until 3pm) 

WOLSINGHAM WI will hold an open event 
for non-members and will screen archive 
film footage of the town during the 
195Os/60s and earlier. 

The films, which were found 
completely by chance, have been carefully 
edited show glimpses of the past; buildings 
that no longer exist and pictures of paintings 
as well as people long gone. 

As there are four hours of footage, the 
members of the WJ will hold this open 
afternoon for people to come and go as 
they please and will provide refreshments 
for those who wootd like them. The event is 
open to everyone and is free entry. 

WI member and Programme Secretary, 
Marion Walker, helped la organise the 
event. A programme list of the films and 
their contents will be produced so that 
people who have a particular interest: can 
drop in to view although anyone is welcome 
to sit through the whole programme. 

All welcome. 


DRAMA IN THE DALE 
- Open Event - 
Sunday 4 MarcK, lpm-4pm 

St Thom as' Church Hall, Stanhope 

Join us for tea and cake and find out more 
about the grou p! All welcome. 


Harry Potter Book Night 

Two Broomsticks 

(formerly Coach and Horses, Crook) 
Thursday 1st February, 4pm-6pm 

A HARRY Potter Book Night will take place in a 
new shop that opened recently in Crook. 

Two Broomsticks can be found just off Hope 
Street in the premises formerly known as the 
Coach and Horses. Thursday 1st February is 
'Harry Potter Book Night' worldwide, so Two 
Broomsticks is joining in the celebrations. 

This year's theme: 

Fantastic Beasts! 

Dressing up is encouraged 
(witches, wizards and muggles welcome). 

ChgdrgjVs celeb-otic t :-c aefyitos 
with a Fantastic Beasts theme takes place 
between 4 pm and 6pm. 

Adult celeoration is 7pm onwards. 
Everyone welcome. 


Wolsingham Messy Church 

Thursday 15 February, 10am-ll.30arn 

Fun, crafts and friendship for all. 

A very warm welcome is given to all who come 
to Wolsingham Methodist Church for our Messy 
Church sessions. Come along and enjoy a variety 
of crafts and activities suitable for all ages, followed 
by snacks and refreshments. Children and young 
people must be accompanied by an adult. 

For more info contact Dionne, 

Tel: (517644) or mobile: (07B72 555752) 


Pancakes St Coffee Morning 

at Wolsingham Methodist Church 
Tuesday 13 February, 10am. 

All welcome 


Suffragette March 

in Bishop Auckland 
- Saturday B February, 12 noon - 

A MARCH TO CELEBRATE THE CENTENARY 
OF THE VOTE BEING GIVEN TO WOMEN 

JOIN the women to mark the centenary of the 
passing of the Representation of People Act that 
enabled women over 30 with property to vote 
for the fi rst ti me. 

Participants of all ages are encouraged 
to dress in the colours of the suffragettes 
(white, purple and green) and carry banners 
and placards carrying slogans of the time 
and present day gender equality issues. 

The marchers wilE come together at the bus 
station in the town and be accompanied by a brass 
band as they march, down the main street. The 
march wilt finish at the town hall where speeches 
will be made followed by light refreshments. 

For more information, contact Joy Allen 07762 
791347 or simply turn up! 


Slanhope^Farmers 1 

Market m 

In the diurvjb EtJL trd SaUirJdy d uiicb niLititli 

I {Jam to ^pm 
in the Church Halt 


• Community Coffee: 

Thursday, 30th November, 2pm- 4pm 


Weardale Warblers 
- Singing Group - 

Every Tuesday from 10.45am 

THE Well-being for Life project has introduced a 
new singing group into Wolsmgbam. Everyone is 
welcome to go along to Wolsingham Town Hall 
for this free - and fun - social group for a friendly 
singing session with an Instructor. The aim is to 
sing for fun - no experience needed! You don't 


Folksy Singalong 

First Sunday of the marith, 7pm-9pm 
Westgate Village Hall 

If you play an instrument. Or have a choice of 
music, please bring it along! Everyone welcome. 
£1 a session. 


Shildon and District Flower Club 

Monday 5 February, 7,30pm 

AT the next meeting of Shildon and District 
Flower Club in Shildon Civic Hall, Area 
Demonstrator, Nicola Davies-Murray from 
York will present an evening of flower 
a rrangin g entitled 'Twi gs a nd Twin e'. 

Free to members. Visitors £5. All welcome. 


WALK FOR LIFE 

STANHOPE & WOLSINGHAM 

IF you want to take your first steps in improving 
your health and fitness, or if you just want to 
stay healthy, there are some free, short, led 
health walks available in Weardale. All sessions 
are free and are led by qualified walk leaders. 
For further information contact Victoria Lee on 
03M0 2EQ556 or 075S4 141202: Mondays from 
Wolsingham Library at 10.15am to 11:30am 
/ 11.45am: Wednesdays from Durham Dales 
Centre, Stanhope at L2:45pm to 2pm. 


Weardale Vineyard Comm unity 
Church - Family Worship 

WEARDALE Vineyard Community Church meets 
for Family Worship every Sunday 10.30am in 
the Meeting Room, Dales Centre, Stanhope. 
Children's "Chill-out" time ano refreshments 
afterwards. Lifts available. For more information, 
or to arrange lift, please call: 077 B38D 3034. Visit 
website an: www.weardalevineyards.net or find 
us on Facebook: weardale vineyards. 


stalls featuring organic vegetables, meat, 
sausages, cakes, cheese, jams, home baked 
bread, pies, ebutneys and local crafts 
Refreshment. 
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Westgate Village hall events 

• Carpet bowls-Mondays, 7.30pm-9pm 

• Busy F in gers - Wed nes days, 1.30- 4pm 

(fortnightly) 

• Yoga, Thursdays, 10am - 11am 

• Community Pop in for Coffee 

Last Thursday of the month, 2pm - 4pm 
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Mavis Humphrey, Alston, 

formerly of Irishopebum 

Peacefully on the 3rd January 201 8, aged 87 
years. Mavis a dearly beloved wife of the late 
Malcolm, will be sadly missed by all 
family and friends. 

Funeral service to take place on 
Friday 26th January, 1.15pm 
at West Road Crematorium, Newcastle. 

No flowers by family request, 
Donations if so desired to: 

Morgan's Rescue 
and Alzheimer's Association 
Any enquires to the Co-op Funeralcare 
Haltwhistle, tel. 01434 321755 


WestEndGarage 

(Wolsingham) Ltd 

• Diagnostic 

■ MOT Preparation 

* Wheel alignment 

* Repairs 

• Mobile Agricultural and 
Commercial Tyre Fitting 

Telephone: 

(01338) 527440 or 526633 


ADVERTISE HERE! 

Be seen by THOUSANDS! Call: (01388) 527706 


-m 




SOUTH TYNFDALE RAILWAY 


^5 


WJ 








dwW' 


General Manager - South Tynedale Railway Ltd. 

An opportunity lor a talented, experienced General Manager 
with engineering expertise, to lead and develop the South Tynedale Railway 
Preservation Society's operating, engineering and commercial activities. 

Educated to degree/HND level (or equivalent experience) in an appropriate 
engineering discipline and [n management with experience of both hands on 
and management input at senior level in the public, private, and/or voluntary 
sector; leading multiple teams; business development and planning 
implementation and monitoring; budgets, staff management. 

http ;//ww w, sou th-tyne d ale- ra i lway.org. u k/va canries/ 

Closing date: Friday, 9 February, 2018 

Informal enquires or full CV with covering letter indicating salary expectations to 

b .craven @ sou th-tyne d ale-ra i I way, org.uk 


ifNZm Electric 

Domestic / rommcrcis] / Solar PV 

(01388)526522 • 07900 680202 

www.nzeco.co.uk 

APPROVED fcfSTALLER 

9 i RECCE' 

_ ___ IHCMJIE mwr C D VS ■ MCE DODf 



Let companies 
know you saw 
their advert here! 


WEARDALE ELECTRIC 

Ed 

ELECTA 

Part P Registered 
Approved Electrical Contractor 
www.clecsa.co.iifc 

DirmesliL. Farm. I ommerciaL 
lnstnHaltiui. Repairs, 
Inspecliim & [eating. 

Tel: 013H8 517344 / 07936 183HIS 

email: rdtriumphii livc.ca.uk 


ridleyexhausts 

• Servicing • Exhausts • 
Tyre and Mot Centre 

Brickflats Garage t Tow Law 


Telephone: 
01383 730455 
01388 730483 


Tyres now online: \W 

www.ridleyexhaust5.coni 





www, gardinersfamiandcQ untry, co.uk 


Are you 1 \ 

# feelmg the 

■ r 

WJ cold? 

gf* - 

Get yourselves down to us 
and take a look at our wide 
l range of extreme winter 
coats, gloves, hats and sockst 


Unit 1, The Batts, Frosterley, DL13 2SE 
Tel: 01338 529 295 
j g g-j rd i nc rirphotma il.co.uk 




ADDISONS CHARTERED SURVEYORS 


Rural - Commercial - Residential 


Agricultural, Residential, Commercial Sales and Lettings 
Landlord and Tenant | Rural Schemes and Grants 
Agricultural and Commercial Valuations | Compulsory Purchase 
Estate Management | Planning and Development | Dispute Resolution 
Renewable Energy Negotiations | Farm Dispersal Sales 


Crook 

Tel. 01388 766676 
Barnard Castle 

Tel. 01833 638094 

www.addisons-surveyors.co.uk 

AddiEont Chartered! Surveyors Is the trading name o( Addisons Surveyors LLP. ReglsfreBon wunber CCiMFSZU ENGLAND. 



























































































